
The Struggle for Civil Rights 
As part of the Library District’s observation of Black History Month in February, Adriance Memorial Library hosts a film, concert and discussion 
series focused on the history of individual and collective efforts to bridge the American racial divide.

The film series Created Equal: America’s Civil Rights Struggle is supported by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. These 
four films discuss the importance of race in the making of American democracy, the power of individuals to effect change, and the historical 
context in which Americans have struggled with ideas such as freedom, equality, and citizenship. Discussions of the films will be facilitated by Dr. 
Quincy Mills, Assistant Professor of History at Vassar College.  Dr. Mills’ research focuses on African-American urban and business history, race 
and segregation, and social and political movements. 

Film Series
Registration is not required, but is appreciated.

The Abolitionists
Tuesday, February 4, 6 pm, The Auditorium
The Abolitionists (2013) brings to life the struggles of the men and 
women who led the battle to end slavery, including William Lloyd 
Garrison, Frederick Douglass, Angelina Grimké, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
and John Brown. 

Slavery by Another Name 
Tuesday, February 11, 6 pm, The Auditorium
Based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning book by Douglas Blackmon, Slavery by Another Name 
(2012) sheds light on the often unacknowledged system of forced, unpaid labor, mostly 
affecting Southern black men, that existed in the United States until World War II. 

The Loving Story 
Tuesday, February 18, 6 pm, The Auditorium
Mildred and Richard Loving knew it was illegal for them to live as a married couple in 
Virginia: she was African-American, and he was Native American. Through little-known 
filmed interviews and LIFE magazine photographs, this 2011 documentary brings to life the 
Lovings’ marriage and the legal battle that followed their arrest.

Freedom Riders
Tuesday, February 25, 6 pm, The Auditorium
Freedom Riders (2011) tells the terrifying, moving, and suspenseful story 
of a time when white and black volunteers riding a bus into the Deep 
South risked being jailed, beaten, or killed, as white local and state 
authorities ignored or encouraged violent attacks. 

Concerts
No registration required.

Dream Alive: Songs of Hope and Freedom
Saturday, February 22, 10-11 am, The Auditorium
Kim and Reggie Harris tell the stories of Harriet Tubman, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and other African-Americans who helped build this country. Original and familiar songs 
encourage audience participation. All ages welcome.

The Dutchess 
Antislavery Singers
Sunday, February 23, 2:30 pm, The Auditorium
The Dutchess Antislavery Singers - part of the non-
profit organization The Mid-Hudson Antislavery History 
Project - research and perform abolitionist music. Their 
program traces the rise of the interracial antislavery 
movement employing hymns, patriotic tunes, parlor 
music, and even minstrel tunes.

Book Discussion
Thursday, February 27, 7 pm, Adriance-Greenspan Board Room
The New Jim Crow:  Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander.  
Join a thoughtful discussion of this probing examination of the current state of the American 
judicial and prison system.  Patrons can request the title online or at circulation.

Thanks to a generous grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), 
Adriance Memorial Library is one of 473 cultural organizations selected to participate in 
“Created Equal: America’s Civil Rights Struggle,” part of the NEH Bridging Cultures initiative. 
Planned to mark the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, the initiative is a 
collaboration with The Gilder Lehrman Institute for American History.  
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Visit Old Poughkeepsie
Those who want to step back in time and visit Poughkeepsie as it used to be can 
simply go to the Library District’s website and enjoy hundreds of photographs from 
the Local History collection. Or stop by the Mary Wojtecki Rotunda Gallery in 
February and March to view a sampling of the beautiful vintage photos. February’s 
exhibit will feature local businesses of the past, and March’s exhibit will highlight 
modes of transportation. 

For several months, staff members and volunteers have been scanning the images 
and organizing them into categories such as Sports and Entertainment; Police, 
Soldiers and Firefighters; and Groups and Social Clubs. The scanning continues 
with new images being added every week.  To browse the collection online, go to 
poklib.org and click on Main & Market at the top of the page. On the next screen, 
click the link in the first paragraph of text.

Publicity Image Credits:  Created Equal signature image: Courtesy Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, 
NYWT&S Collection; The Abolitionists: ©WGBH Educational Foundation/Antony Platt; Freedom Riders: Birmingham 
Civil Rights Institute/Mississippi Department of Archives & History

Spotlight on Jewish Theatre
See Back Page for Details

Help with ACA      
Still Available
The open enrollment period for the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
Marketplace continues through March 31, prompting the Library District 
to offer convenient opportunities for patrons to meet with knowledgeable 
assistants through the end of March.  Appointments are available on 

Tuesdays from 11 am – 7:30 pm at Adriance and on Thursdays from 9 am – 5 pm at Arlington.

Lynda Brady, Health Insurance Program Manager at MISN (Maternal Infant Services Network) 
in Newburgh, said libraries are “wonderful collaborators and partners,” because they are 
the “hubs” of communities.  Thirty-seven appointments have been scheduled at the Library 
District through December. Adding a second trained Navigator and designating additional 
space has allowed MISN to meet patron demand for the free service. 

Certified Navigators have been trained by the federal government to assist the public free 
of charge. Navigators do not make decisions for, or suggestions to, patrons about health 
care offerings, but assist with “navigating” the website. Brady said patrons receive the most 
effective Navigator support when they have all of the needed information on hand during their 
appointment. Patrons should bring a list of their doctors, medications they take, and a dollar 
amount they can afford monthly.

New York is one of 15 states that opted for local control of their Marketplace. Rather than 
accessing  www.healthcare.gov, residents should go to www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov. Patrons 
can visit the Marketplace without the help of a Navigator, and may request an appointment 
at any stage of the process.  Personal appointment sessions last approximately 90 minutes.  
Interested patrons should call 1-800-453-4666 to schedule an appointment.

North side 
of Main 
Street, 
looking 
west from 
Garden 
Street



Levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and 
the wine . . . These words start the refrain of an ancient 
New Year’s Carol, set to music by Benjamin Britten and 
popularized by David Willcocks in his Oxford Book of 
Carols.  The carol goes on to urge us to let the “Old Year go” 
and to “turn the New Year in.”  So we shall!

In order to let the Old Year go, I must:

1. Thank the voters, again, for their support of the 
Library District at the ballot box.  We have a great 
library because we have a great amount of support 
from the residents who value their library.  The Board, 
Administration, and Staff work hard to meet your 
expectations.  If we don’t, please let me know so we can 
work harder!

2. Thank Trustees Duane Hutton (Town) and Sheila Scott 
(City).  Their expertise in various areas will be sorely 
missed and will leave two large holes to fill in terms 
of knowledge and board experience.  The elected and 
unpaid Board of Trustees is a dedicated group of people 
who work tirelessly for the Library District. Thank you 
also to Trustee Nate Almeida (City), who has resigned 
two years into his term.

3. Thank the Staff who provide the great programs, 
classes, lectures, and service to everyone.  Without 
them, the Library District would be far less than what 
it is.  Day in and day out, the employees are key to our 
success.  From the Big Read to the Summer Reading 
Program and more, we had a great year!

4. Thank the Friends of the Poughkeepsie Public Library 
District for their advocacy and funding of specific 
programs and services.  This year’s book sales were the 
best ever (by far!) and all of their work collecting and 
sorting over 200,000 books paid off in a big way.  I 
appreciate every one of them (the Friends, I mean!).

So with that all done, I can face the New Year and its 
challenges and opportunities.  They include balancing 
Library District services with the interests of the taxpayer, 
opening a new branch library on Boardman Road, and 
seeking new adventures, much like Christopher Robin as 
he prepares to leave the Hundred Acre Wood.

Happy New Year to all!
Tom Lawrence

Word from                     
the Director
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Making Hats and Scarves 
for Those in Need 
Members of the Stitch your Heart Out knitting and crochet group 
are donating handmade hats, scarves, shawls, and afghans to Always 
There Home Health Care.  Donations of newly handmade items are 
welcome and can be dropped off at the Arlington Branch. The group 
also welcomes new members with or without skills.  

Community Support 
for Libraries 
Continues 
The Library District’s 2014 budget passed 
comfortably in the November vote and three 
trustees were elected to five year terms.  
Representing the Town of Poughkeepsie, 
Margaret Prescott joins the PPLD Board after 
working the Friends of PPLD for many years, and Anne Constantinople, a long time 
Board member, was reelected. Representing the City is Joan Nicholls, a retired high 
school teacher with a passion for reading and for libraries.

Since 2006, voters in the City and the Town have authorized bonds for a renovated 
and expanded main library, authorized bonds for a new branch library, and have 
consistently passed operating budgets by comfortable margins. In a statement 
issued after the November vote, director Tom Lawrence wrote, “I am very thankful 
to live in and work for these communities.  They have taken what had been a pretty 
sorry library condition and, with the power of their vote, transformed it into a 
modern, vibrant, and responsive public service. Never underestimate the impact a 
vote has and its ability to transform a community.”

How Does This 
Thing Work?
You love the IDEA of the new electronic mobile device gadget that you 
just received as a gift and you’re excited about all of its possibilities. 
But that owner’s manual just makes no sense and you’re wishing there 

was someone who could just SHOW you how to use this thing! You’re in luck! Every Saturday, 
from 10 am to 2 pm, there’s a technologically attuned young person (aka a Teen Geek) at both 
Adriance and Arlington. He or she will be very happy to show you how to use that new device 
to download eBooks, connect to the Internet, download apps, manage your photos, listen to 
music…and so much more.

Big Read Wrap - 2013 
This past Fall, approximately 1,000 students and 2,300 
adults participated in the seventh Big Read program 
coordinated by the Poughkeepsie Public Library District, 
studying Cynthia Ozick’s book The Shawl and attending 
Big Read programs.  Community-wide circulation figures 
show the book was checked out 505 times in addition 
to 62 listenings of the audio-book.  Although the Holocaust-themed text was challenging, it 
seemed that the public ‘connected’ with this Big Read at a deep emotional and intellectual 
level.  This can likely be credited to the significant number of first-person testimonials, and 
to the intentional thoughtfulness of our scholars, our guests, our artists, our teachers, and 
our librarians.  The survivors, the hidden children, the documentaries and the music told such 
compelling accounts...accounts that drew us in, raised our awareness and changed us for the 
better.

We are grateful to the National Endowment for the Arts for honoring the Library District 
with a Big Read grant once again, and also to the local businesses and foundation grants that 
matched the NEA grant.  We are also deeply indebted to the many extraordinary teachers, 
professors, artists, librarians and community members who invested themselves, their time, 
and their resources into this month-long literacy program.  Thank You to all who collaborated 
with the Library District on this Big Read, and to all who read the book and participated in 
any way!  You made it a phenomenal experience.  Next year’s book selection is Ray Bradbury’s 
Fahrenheit 451.  See you in October!

 

Tom Lawrence receives two generous 
checks from Friends' Treasurer Chris 
Cuttler, December 11, 2013.

Name Change
Adriance Memorial Library is now a Funding 
Information Network partner of the Foundation 
Center, a partnership formerly referred to
as Cooperating Collections. Network partners 
serve nonprofits in our communities by providing 
funding information about grant makers, and offering 
training and programs related to fundraising and 
nonprofit management. To learn more, contact 
Peggy Sisselman at (845) 485-3445 x 3315 or 
psisselman@poklib.org.



Computer 
Lab
Mondays-Fridays, 11 am-1 pm 
Adriance-Strba Teen Room

Tuesdays, 6-8 pm
Adriance-Cavallaro Room

Receive individualized help with many computer tasks 
using the library’s computers.

3

Public Computer Center Classes

Pre-register at poklib.org or (845)485-3445 x 3381.  
Classes meet in the Adriance-Charwat Room unless otherwise noted. Classes at Arlington are in blue.
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Workshops for Job Seekers 
Using the Library in Your Job Search  
Monday, January 13, 1 pm OR Wednesday, March 12, 9:30 am
Learn about the best sites for job listings and online resume-building tools, as 
well as print and online resources to help you during the interviewing process. 

Resume Critique
Tuesdays, January 7 & 21, February 4 & 18, March 4 & 18, 6-8 pm
Drop in for professional feedback to strengthen your resume. 
Preregistration not required. Presented by Dutchess County One 
Stop Career Center.

Dreams, Goals, Action!
Thursdays, January 9 OR February 6 OR March 6, 6:30 pm
If you want to change your life, change the way you think! Learn 
about setting goals and creating an action plan to get the career you 
really want. Presented by Dutchess County One Stop Career Center.

Learn Computer Basics
PC Basics
Wednesdays, January 8 OR March 12, 1 pm
Learn how to start up and shut down a PC; how to open, 
close, and resize windows. Includes practice time. 

Internet 101
Wednesdays, January 22 OR March 19, 1 pm
Grasp the basics of internet surfing such as opening Internet 
Explorer, using the minimize, restore, and close buttons, and 
resizing windows. Prerequisite: basic computer skills.

Internet 102
Wednesdays, January 29 OR March 26, 1 pm
Learn more about the internet...What exactly is the World 
Wide Web? What do those different domain names (.com, 
.net, .org) mean? Also discover great sites for practicing 
your new skills! Prerequisite: basic computer skills. 

Online Consumer Research
Wednesday, February 19, 1 pm
Discover how you can use the 
Web to make informed consumer 
decisions. Learn how to consult 
user reviews and perform price 
comparisons.  Prerequisite: 
Internet 101 or equivalent. 

Google It
Wednesday, February 19, 5:30 pm, Arlington
This class will teach you the basics of GOOGLE and how to 
use it. Prerequisite: Internet 101 or equivalent.

Windows 8
Tuesday, January 7, 3:30 pm OR Wednesday, March 5, 1 pm
Learn to use the Start Screen, live tiles, hot corners and 
the charms bar. Learn to open apps and use the SkyDrive. 
Prerequisite: Internet 101 or equivalent.

Learn Microsoft Office
All patrons registering for the following courses must supply a current email address for confirmation purposes.

Microsoft Word 101
Monday, January 13, 9:30 am 
OR Wednesday, January 15, 5:30 pm, Arlington
Create, edit and format simple documents. Prerequisite: 
basic computer skills.

Microsoft Excel 101
Monday, January 27, 9:30 am 
OR Wednesday, January 29, 5:30 pm, Arlington
Set up and manipulate a basic spreadsheet. Prerequisite: 
basic computer skills.

Microsoft 
PowerPoint 101
Monday, February 3, 9:30 am 
OR Wednesday, February 5 
5:30 pm, Arlington
Design beginner level 
presentations. Prerequisite: 
basic computer skills.

Microsoft Access 101
Monday, February 10, 9:30 am 
OR Wednesday, February 12, 5:30 pm, Arlington
Work with tables, records, rearrange table fields, run a query 
and create a report. Prerequisite: basic computer skills.

Microsoft Word 102
Monday, February 24, 9:30 am 
OR Wednesday, February 26, 5:30 pm, Arlington
Work with paragraphs, tabs, tables, styles, spelling tools 
and more. Prerequisite: Word 101 or equivalent.

Microsoft Excel 102
Monday, March 3, 9:30 am 
OR Wednesday, March 12, 5:30 pm, Arlington
Work with formulas, auto filter, charts and more. 
Prerequisite: Excel 101 or equivalent.

Microsoft PowerPoint 102
Monday, March 17, 9:30 am 
OR Wednesday, March 19, 5:30 pm, Arlington
Customize existing presentations with advanced graphic 
techniques. Prerequisite: PowerPoint 101 or equivalent. 

Microsoft Access 102
Monday, March 24, 9:30 am 
OR Wednesday, March 26, 5:30 pm, Arlington
Database creation, designing and modifying tables and 
forms, running an action query.  Prerequisite: Access 101 
or equivalent.

Mail Merge in Word and Excel
Monday, March 10, 9:30 am
Learn how to set up a mail merge. We will use Excel for the 
data, customize letters in Word, and then create mailing 
labels. Prerequisite: Microsoft Word 101 & 102 or equivalent.

Getting Organized with Excel
Monday, March 31, 9:30 am 
This Excel class uses basic spreadsheets to help you keep 
your information organized and ready to use. Prerequisite: 
Microsoft Excel 101 and Excel 102 or equivalent.

Technology for You 
All patrons registering for the following courses must 
supply a current email address for confirmation purposes.

Intro to eBooks on the Kindle
Tuesday, January 21, 3:30 pm
Learn to use eBooks from your library on the Kindle. Please 
bring your Kindle. Prerequisite: basic computer skills. 

Intro to eBooks on the Nook 
Tuesday, February 4, 3:30 pm  
Learn to use eBooks from your library on the Nook. Please 
bring your Nook. Prerequisite: basic computer skills.

Intro to eBooks on the iPad
Tuesday, February 18, 3:30 pm
Learn to use eBooks from your library on the iPad. Please 
bring your iPad. Prerequisite: basic computer skills.

Intro to iPad
Wednesday, February 26, 1 pm
Learn how to use the touch screen to navigate, download, 
open, close and delete apps. Bring your iPad. Prerequisite: 
basic computer skills and email account.

Intro to LinkedIn
Wednesday, February 12, 1 pm

Set up your own LinkedIn profile, establish connections, join 
professional groups and more. Prerequisite: basic computer 
skills and email account. 

Intro to 
Facebook
Tuesday, March 4, 3:30 pm
Understand the basics of 
Facebook: how to create and 
use your own account, search 
and connect with friends, 

“like” your favorite organizations, and more! Prerequisite: 
basic computer skills and email account.

Intro to Twitter
Tuesday, March 18, 3:30 pm
Learn about hashtags, best practices, and how to “follow on 
Twitter.” Prerequisite: basic computer skills and email account.

Working With Your Digital Photos
Wednesday, January 8, 5:30 pm, Arlington
Tuesday, March 11, 1:30 pm
Adriance-Greenspan Board Room
Learn how to move your pictures from your digital camera to 
a computer, view them, and save them to a USB/Flash drive.  
NOTE: This class is for digital cameras only – not mobile 
devices (iPhone, iPad, cell phones, etc.). 

Intro to Ancestry.com
Wednesdays, February 5, 1 pm OR March 19, 9:30 am
Use this popular database to do genealogical research. 

Navigating the Medicare Website
Wednesdays, January 22, February 26, March 26, 9:30 am
Hands-on training at the Medicare web site to find 
information about Medicare Prescription Drug Plans and 
Medicare Advantage Plans.  Led by volunteers and staff 
from the Office for the Aging/NY Connects.

System-wide, MHLS 
member library 

computers are used 
over 1,000 times a week 
as part of finding a job, 
advancing careers or 
improving work-related 
skills.



Not Your Momma’s Book Club
Fridays, 6:30-7:30, Arlington
Contact Tammy Myers at (845) 485-3445 x 3409 with questions.

January 17 

Running With Scissors 
by Augusten Burroughs
Running with Scissors is Augusten Burrough’s memoir of his teen years 
spent living with his mother’s Svengali-like therapist and his bizarre 
family after his mother suffers a psychiatric breakdown. Dysfunction, 
woe, and plenty of psychobabble ensue. 

February 21

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Ray Bradbury’s dystopian sci-fi classic warns of a bleak future where 
America is filled with mindless consumers, and information and 
literacy are dangerous commodities. 

March 21

Boneshaker by Cherie Priest
Boneshaker won the 2010 Hugo Award for Best Novel.  It features 
zombies, steam-punk, and an alternate history taking place during the 
Civil War. Got your attention?
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Register at poklib.org or (845) 485-3445 x 3702 unless otherwise noted. 

Adult Programs
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Good Lessons 
From Bad Women 
by Dorothy Leeds
Celebrating Women’s 
History Month
Sunday, March 2, 2:30 pm, The Auditorium
In Good Lessons from Bad Women, a devilishly funny 
one-woman show, our lead character, Dorothy, wrestles 
with the concept of goodness and dives deep into a world 
where good is bad and bad is good.

Instructed from childhood by her mother to be a “good 
girl” like the ever-virtuous Eleanor Roosevelt, Dorothy 
wonders what might be on the other side of goodness. As she begins a journey from rebellion 
to reconciliation, she visits a series of infamous, disreputable women from different time 
periods and backgrounds. 

In seven vignettes and frequent conflicts with Eleanor Roosevelt, Dorothy learns from these 
fascinating women by becoming each one and imparting the subtle lessons they teach. By the 
play’s triumphant ending, she has gleaned wisdom from the original sinner, Eve, the guilt-free 
Mae West, the opportunistic Emperor Wu, the image-building Kathryn Kelley, the litigious 
Elizabeth Freeman and the nymphomaniacal Anne Bonney. 

Good Lessons from Bad Women celebrates the good and bad in all of us!

Dorothy Leeds is an experienced business trainer who has worked with staff at IBM, Merrill 
Lynch, and Verizon.  She offers workshops in assertiveness training, persuasive public 
speaking and powerwriting. She has eight years of experience on Broadway, and 22 years       
of experience in the business world.

General Foot Health 
with Dr. Alison Croughan
Thursday,  March 13, 7 pm 
Adriance-Charwat Meeting Room

Dr. Alison Croughan will speak about the feet—one of the most neglected parts of 
the body.  She will touch on safe pedicures dealing with corns and calluses, ingrown 
nails, and diabetic foot care. Dr. Croughan joined the well-established practice of 
Dr. James DeLorenzo, DPM, in his offices located in Poughkeepsie and Fishkill. 
She practices all facets of podiatric medical care in addition to performing surgery 
at Saint Francis Hospital and Vassar Brothers Medical Center.

Discover Non-Fiction Together
Thursdays, 7 pm, Adriance-Greenspan Board Room

January 23

Running in the Family 
by Michael Ondaatje (1982)
The author of The English Patient writes here about returning to his 
native island, Sri Lanka, and what he learns about his lineage.

February 27

The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration 
in the Age of Colorblindness 
by Michelle Alexander (2009)
The New Jim Crow takes a bold stance, claiming that Barack Obama’s 
election does not signify the end of racism. The author argues that 
the mass incarceration of African Americans actually represents a 
redesigned racial caste system in our nation.

March 27

The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans 
and their Epic Quest for Gold 
at the 1936 Berlin Olympics 
by Daniel James Brown (2013)
Brown’s book tells the story of the remarkable efforts of the gold-
winning rowing team from University of Washington.  

TGIF Film Series
First Fridays, 6 pm, Arlington

January 3 

Much Ado About Nothing
Writer/director Joss Whedon gives William Shakespeare's 
beloved battle-of-the-sexes comedy a contemporary makeover 
in this feature adaptation. PG-13, 107 minutes, 2012

 
February 7 

Warm Bodies 
A tormented zombie experiences a profound transformation 
after entering into an unusual relationship with a ‘living’ 
young woman. PG-13, 98 minutes, 2013

 

March 7 
The World's End
Five lifelong friends reunite to complete a historic pub crawl 
from their youth, and find that reaching the fabled World's 
End tavern will be no simple undertaking.  
R, 109 minutes, 2013

You do great events for the community. Much 
of what you do is not obtainable for many 

people. Individuals, families, et al., must look 
forward to your offerings.  God bless you! I love 
your library! I consider myself a “bibliophile,” 
- the last of the “–philes” that might be good.  
Joseph owens  (a satisfied patron)
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Adult Programs
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Register at poklib.org or (845) 485-3445 x 3702 unless otherwise noted. 

Thursday Matinee Series:
Comedy Classics
Adriance-Charwat Meeting Room, 1:30 pm

February 6

My Man Godfrey (1936)
This madcap, romantic romp is one of 
the finest screwball comedies of them 
all. Carole Lombard is a party girl 
who hires a tramp and William Powell 
is the ‘butler’ who teaches her that 
money isn’t everything. 94 minutes

February 13

Road To 
Morocco  (1942)
Bing Crosby and Bob Hope costar as 
lone survivors of a shipwreck in the 
Mediterranean. Dorothy Lamour plays 
Princess Shalimar. 83 minutes

February 20

Woman Of 
The Year (1942)
A sports writer and an international 
columnist, opposites in nearly 
everything, fall deeply in love despite 
constant quarrels.  Spencer Tracy and 
Katharine Hepburn costarred for the 
first time in this romantic comedy. 
112 minutes

February 27

Adam’s Rib (1949)
A husband and wife lawyer team clash 
when the wife defends a woman on 
trial for shooting her spouse. 
101 minutes

March 6

Neptune’s 
Daughter (1949)
Esther Williams and Red Skelton 
share equal screen time in this MGM 
Technicolor musical. 92 minutes

March 13

Born Yesterday (1950)
A crooked businessman hires a 
journalist to teach his crass but 
beautiful girlfriend some culture 
before he introduces her to 
Washington, D.C. society. 
103 minutes

Enrich Your Life
Mah Jongg Mondays 
Mondays, January 6-March 31, 1 pm-5 pm Arlington (Library closed Jan 20 and Feb 17).
Stop in to play Mah Jongg. Experienced players teach newcomers! No need to register.

Brain Games: Improve Your Mental Alertness 
Wednesdays, January 8-March 26, 1:30- 3:30 pm, Arlington 
Mental games and exercises to help improve memory skills. Each class will have a distinct focus. No need to register.

Knitting Groups
Bring your projects and share your tips. No need to register.

Knitting and Crocheting Club
Wednesdays, 10 am, Adriance-Small Periodicals Room

Stitch Your Heart Out
Fridays, 10 am, Arlington

Pick Up Stitches
Saturdays, 1 pm, Adriance-Small Periodicals Room

Connect with Words
Hidden Treasures of the 
Hudson Valley Volume 
Two by Tony Musso
Thursday, March 6, 10 am
Adriance-Charwat Meeting Room
Some highlights include the only domed 
octagonal residence in the world, homes 
of two of the Hudson Valley School of 

Art's most prominent members, a former hotel that is known 
as "The Cradle of the American Circus," a tavern that was 
converted to a prison to detain British Major John André 
(after he conspired with American traitor Benedict Arnold) 
and former estates that now welcome guests to enjoy formal 
gardens and walking and hiking trails. www.mussobooks.com 

Write, Write, And Re-Write
Saturdays, January 18, February 15, March 15, 10 am
Adriance-Greenspan Board Room
Bring your works in progress and receive feedback from your 
peers.  All writing genres welcome.  Open to adults and 
young adults.  We meet the third Saturday of the month.

Writing Works!
Sundays, January 5, February 2, March 2, 2-4:45 pm 
Adriance-Charwat Meeting Room
Need some motivation to get that short story, novel, essay 
or poem completed and out into the world? Join us with your 
works of all genres and receive feedback from your peers. 
Open to adults. Please bring copies of your own work to 
share with the group.  No registration necessary.  

An Evening Of Poetry
Third Thursdays, 7 pm, Adriance-Small Periodicals Room

January 16 – Featured Poet Glenn Werner 
Glenn Werner has been a part of the Hudson Valley poetry 
scene for a number of years. He has been published in 
Chronogram, The Wawayanda Review, The River Reporter’s 
Literary Gazette, the soon-to-be-released Up The River: A 
Journal of Poetry, Art, and Photography, and Home Planet 
News. He hosts the Poetry, Beacon poetry reading every 
third Wednesday of the month.  Check out his work at 
http://www.mongrelpoet.com

February 20 – Featured Poet Joe Frey
Joe Frey is a Poughkeepsie resident and self-published poet 
who has been writing for over 20 years.  In addition to his 
poetry books, he has also written two books in a series for 
young people about writing poetry.  Visit Joe’s webpage 
http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/joefrey

March 20 - Featured Poet Laurence (Larry) Sansone 
Laurence Sansone is the current Poet Laureate of Beacon. 
His writings include a poetry project called “Beacon 
Main Street Poems,” an ongoing series written to support 
businesses and resources on Main Street. In 2011, Sansone 
started the Obsessive Compulsive Poetry blog. Each day for 
that year, he wrote a new poem and posted it to the blog. 
Sansone is also a singer-songwriter and playwright who 
performs in and around Beacon.

Small Business Institute
Saturday, January 25, 8 am-4 pm, The Auditorium 

If you’re an entrepreneur interested in starting a new business or having a better plan 
to execute a current endeavor, then you can’t afford to miss the 2014 Small Business 
Institute presented by the Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce.

This daylong seminar will include presentations from SCORE, the Small Business Development Center (SBDC), the 
Library District’s Public Computer Center, and accomplished business leaders in the community. It will cover all the 
pertinent topics any new business owner needs to know in order to prosper in the current business climate including 
business plans, franchising, social media and available resources right here in the Hudson Valley.

Participants will also have ample time to explore Adriance Memorial Library during the scheduled lunch break, 
for which everyone is encouraged to bring a packed lunch or visit one of Poughkeepsie’s many fine restaurants 
within walking distance.

To register for this event and to see the complete agenda, visit dcrcoc.org.  The Small Business Institute is 
complimentary for Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce members and costs $25 for interested 
non-members.  Parking is available free of charge at The Auditorium, located at 105 Market Street, Poughkeepsie.  
For more information, contact Loren at (845) 454-1700 x 1000. Small Business Institute is sponsored by The 
Entrepreneur's Source. 

Tax Talk with            
Anne Constantinople
Monday, January 13, 6 pm, Arlington
Thursday, January 16, 1:30 pm
Adriance-Greenspan Board Room

This is an opportunity to 
review what has changed and 
what remains the same as you 
prepare to do your federal 
and New York State taxes for 
the 2013 calendar year (2014 

tax season). Special attention will be given to the tax issues 
surrounding the new Affordable Health Care Act. 
Anne Constantinople is a retired college professor who has 
worked as a tax preparer for H&R Block for the past 10 years.
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Database Spotlight 
Supporting Workforce Development

Cypress Resume 
Create a resume from scratch - fast! 
Enter basic information, such as 
education and employment history, 
into text boxes, and Cypress Resume 
does the formatting. Develop your 
employment history by selecting 
pre-written descriptions of many job-
related tasks. Simply click your choices 
from the ‘menu,’ or edit descriptions. 
Available in Spanish.

Workforce Skills      
for the 21st Century
This new database contains resources 
for resume and cover letter creation, 
as well as several resume models. 
Upload an existing resume, and edit 
it by selecting from the action words 
and task-specific keywords listed.  This 
database also offers study guides and 
practice tests for professional careers, 
particularly in allied health fields.  
Study units allow users to practice 
basic skills such as writing and math, 

and the ‘bookshelf’ offers ebooks about 
workplace skills and improving your 
candidacy in the job market.

Testing & Education 
Reference Center
This database, ideal for students 
practicing for the SAT, GRE, GED, 
and more, also offers study guides 
and practice tests for Civil Service 
exams.  Find these in the “Career 
Tools” section, along with resources for 
career exploration, interactive tutorials 
on Microsoft Office software like Word 
and Excel, and a resume builder that 
can format your resume into a Web page.

JobNow!
Perhaps the most unique new database 
offered, JobNow! connects users to 
live career counselors!  Participate 
in a ‘mock interview’ through chat, 
or upload a resume for critique.  
JobNow! tutors answer questions about 
Microsoft products, give help in the 
“writing lab,” and assist with basic 
workplace skills.

Stop into our library for assistance 
in using Workforce Development 
databases, or for help accessing them 
on your home computer, call (845) 
485-3445 x 3702. A library 
card is required. 

FDR Library 
Launches      
New Online 
Resource
In early December 2013 the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library and Museum announced the launch 
of FRANKLIN, a virtual research room and digital repository that provides free and open 
access to the digitized collections of the Roosevelt Library. It allows users to keyword search 
for archival documents and photographs and to search, browse, and view whole files, just as 
they would if they visited the Library’s research room in-person.

Now available online are some of the most 
important documents of the twentieth century – 
primary source documentation of Franklin and 
Eleanor Roosevelt’s experiences leading the 
nation through the Great Depression and World 
War II.

FRANKLIN launches with 350,000 pages 
of archival documents and 2,000 historical 
photographs, along with many detailed 
descriptions of archival collections not yet 
digitized. Users can search the digital collections 
by keyword or directly browse the full lists of 
digitized archival folders in a virtual research 
room environment.

You can visit FRANKLIN at http://www.fdrlibrary.
marist.edu/archives/collections/franklin/

Staff Roster
Executive Director
Thomas A. Lawrence*

Assistant Directors
Janet Huen*
Lauren Muffs*

Administrative Services
Bonny Algozzine, 
Development Assistant 
Gareth Davies, 
Development Officer
Grace Haack,
Secretary to the Director
Julie Hering, 
Public Information 
Officer
Barbara Lynch, 
Business Manager 
Caroline Moore,
Senior Account Clerk
Jewel Ratzlaff, 
Public Information 
Officer
Lorraine Richardson, 
Account Clerk

Borrower 
and Technical Services
William Ahlbach
Kanthi Angara
Christina Baker
Rose-Emma Calabrese
Diane Daversa

Catherine Davies
Sharief Dean-Holmes
James Gibbons
Tatiana Harvard
Fatima Jaafar
Margaret Kimma
Patricia Lackaye
Elizabeth Lahl
Dawn Lopez
Rose Lovell
Katherine Merry
Chris Morgan
Gail Murphy
Tamara Myers
Bridget O’Donnell
Adia Overbey
Jinay Senecal
Paul Senecal
Sabrina Seo
Jessica Sommerfeldt
Steven Stefanchik
Susan Wood
Marlene Woodason
Michelle Yuan

Reference and 
Adult Services
Betty Cooper
Elva Corbaton
Stephanie Harrison*
Myung Kang*
Lynn Lucas*
Dan Matranga*

Debbie Minnerly
Susan Polikoff*, 
Head of Collection  
Beverly Santero*
Debora Shon
Christopher Short
Peggy Sisselman*
Kira Thompson*
Deborah Weltsch*, 
Head of Central 
Reference
Jennara Wenk*

Youth Services
MaryEllen Byrne
Jolie Hamer-Conroy*
Martha Farrell*
Barbara Haymann-Diaz*
Scott Jarzombek*
Catherine Lamoree
Karen Mills-Heron*
Mary Namerow
Angela Panzer*
Allison Pilat
Laura Pilkington*
Michael Porter
Nicole Guenkel*
Beth Zambito*, Head

Building Services
Jac-quan Douglas
Tony Formby, Head
Daniel Ho-Sang
Daniel Minunni
William Schaller
Joe VanWassenhove
Carol Wohlmuth
Graham Woodward

Technical and 
Information Services
Gary Killmer
David Rudin
Bruce Sullivan, Head

* Denotes Master of 
   Library Science (MLS)

The Joys of 
Library Work
Roz Warren does not work for the Poughkeepsie 
Public Library District, but her hilarious encounters 
with patrons are familiar to librarians everywhere. 
The following excerpts are taken from an article Roz 
wrote for a publication called Metropolis. 

I’ve worked behind the circulation desk at a suburban Philadelphia public library for over a 
decade and I’m happy to report that most of our patrons are pleasant, reasonable people who 
are a joy to deal with. And then there are the others: 

The man who refuses to pay the overdue 
fine for returning a DVD late because he 
didn’t enjoy watching it.

The dude we catch trying to steal a Bible. 
(God doesn’t want you to steal a Bible from 
your local public library. He wants you to 
check it out properly and return it on time.) 

The guy who approaches the reference 
librarian, hums a few bars of a song, then 
asks, “Does the library have that CD?” 

The man who hollers, “Stop pressuring me!” 
when we announce that the library will be 
closing in half an hour.

The couple who refuse to pay the overdue 
fine for the books they forgot to return 
before they jetted off on a two-month luxury 
European vacation. “We shouldn’t have to 
pay! We couldn’t return them! We were in 
Paris!” 

The woman who tells us that her car -- out 
in the parking lot -- won’t start and when 
we offer to call a mechanic, says, “Can’t 
somebody here fix it for me?” 

The woman who expects us to figure out 
which book she wants, even though she 
doesn’t know the title or the author, or even 
what genre it is. “It was on NPR yesterday,” 
she says. “Look it up!”

The guy who refuses to pay to replace a 
missing book because he claims that aliens 
stole it from the book drop after he returned 
it there. (You think I’m kidding.) 

The woman who returns a chewed-up copy 
of “The Dog Training System That Never 
Fails” and insists it was in that condition 
when she checked it out. When we suggest 
that maybe her dog did the damage, she 
says, “I don’t have a dog.” 

http://www.phlmetropolis.com/2012/12/the-joys-of-library-work.php
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Mystery Mondays: 
French Mysteries

poklib.org/Friends    Winter 2014

Mission 
stateMent:
The purposes of the 
organization shall be to 
provide an association for 
persons interested in the 
Poughkeepsie Public Library 
District; to promote the 
importance of the library as an 
informational and cultural force 
in the communty; to develop 
a thorough understanding of 
the library’s responsibilities, 
limitations, and difficulties; 
to make the public aware of 
the facilities of the library 
and to stimulate use of the 
library’s services and resources; 
and to encourage support of 
the library through gifts and 
volunteer services.

oFFicers:
Patricia Breen, President

George Mann, Vice-President

Leola Ruffin-McPhee, Secretary

Christine Cuttler,Treasurer

board:
Dr. Jose Adames
John Andrews                                        
Dean Avery   
Peter Bergamo  
Gail Brittain
Margaret Britton
Rochelle DeWitt
Chip Edmonston
Larry Hughes
C. Ryan Kinlaw
Jackie Klein
Marsha Kramer            
Janet Mills
Terrence Novicki            
Cathy Temple 
Peter Van Aken 
Margaret Gilliam White 

Last Monday of the month, 11 am-12 noon, Arlington, with 
Elayne Weinstein & Suzanne Christensen, Friends of PPLD

thank you shoppers!
A winning combination of gift-quality 
books, a congenial accessible site, and 
eager holiday shoppers resulted in another 
great Holiday Book Sale.  Funds raised 
from this sale directly benefit the Library 
District’s many innovative programs.

The sale kicked off promptly at 10 am on 
Friday, November 22, at Locust Grove, and 
before the doors closed at 5 pm on Sunday,  
eager buyers had snapped up many books 
and media items, all priced at $4.00 or 

less.  In addition, many individually-priced coffee table books, as well as a selection of British 
media coverage of the November 22, 1963, assassination of President John F. Kennedy, went 
home with happy buyers.

The Holiday Book Sale is an example of the generosity 
of spirit associated with the holiday season.  Volunteers 
offer the gifts of their time and taIent, and community 
members offer book and media donations. Of course, 
without the shoppers who come from near and far, this 
sale would not be a success every year.  The Friends 
thank everyone for their support of the Poughkeepsie 
Public Library District.   

January 27

Maigret Bides His tiMe
By Georges Simenon
Parisian Inspector Maigret investigates 
the murder of wheelchair-bound 
Manuel Palmari, an older criminal 
acquaintance. Maigret suspects 
Palmari’s mistress, but lacks evidence. 
He discovers the true ownership of 

some property, and investigates the neighbors, including 
servants in the attic rooms. 

February 24

Murder in tHe Marais 
By Cara Black 
This series debut features Parisian 
private investigator Aimee Leduc, who 
specializes in computer forensics. 
Leduc is asked to decipher an encrypted 
photograph from the 1940s, and deliver 
it to an old woman in the Marais, the 

historic Jewish quarter of Paris. When she arrives with the 
photo, she finds the woman dead with a swastika carved into 
her forehead. Thus begins a spirited mystery of neo-Nazis, 
corrupt government officials and fierce anti-Semitism. 

March 31

tHe dark Vineyard
By Martin Walker  
Bruno Courreges, the only policeman 
in the French village of Saint Dennis, 
is involved in an investigation of the 
vandalism of a secretive research station 
hidden in the hills near the village. 
Fernando Bondino, a young American 

wine merchant interested in Saint Dennis’ fertile vineyards, 
has been behaving badly, punching Max, a likeable local lad, 
over a woman. Bruno investigates further when Max turns up 
dead.  

president's Message: 
My Fourth terM
Why did I agree to continue as president of the 
Friends for the fourth year? Supporting a community 
library is very important to me.  Throughout my 
life, whenever we moved, the local library was there 
for me to enjoy. All the programs and resources 
offered by the Poughkeepsie Public Library District 

demonstrate its vital role in our city and town.  So although leading the Friends 
organization is demanding, the rewards make it well worthwhile! 

Tasks of the President of FPPLD:
1. Prepare agenda for Board of Directors meetings, and follow up on 
    discussion items as needed.
2. Meet with library staff to plan special functions.
3. Organize our Appeal and other fundraisers. 
4. Serve as ex-officio on Friends committees.
5. Act as Friends representative to PPLD Board of Trustees.
6. Attend library programs throughout the year.

Thanks to technology, I do not have to visit the library office every day, but I 
do spend time each morning addressing any issues via the computer. 

Rewards of the President of FPPLD:
1. The honor and pleasure of serving with the other officers.
2. The fun that comes from being with the Board members, who care as much as 
    I do about libraries.
3. Supporting library programs through book sales.  Many Friends give more time    
    than I do sorting the books each week and running the book sales.  At each   
    sale, I enjoy meeting my “old friends” again.
4. Sitting back and watching a well-organized committee, such as Adriance  
    Honors, and receiving the thank you at the reception!
5. The excitement and fun of watching children visit with Clifford during National  
    Library Week.
6. Hearing from others about how much they appreciate the library.  Once,  
    while on the elevator, a child told me that he comes to the library almost every  
    afternoon because he loves it there and gets to read his favorite books!
7. The feel-good rewards that cannot be measured! I am honored to serve the  
    Friends of PPLD and others who believe in and support the importance of  
    libraries to a community.

Pat Breen, PPLD Friends President

spring get-aWay 
in the planning 
stages
The Friends plan to sponsor a spring trip to 
the New York Botanical Gardens in the Bronx. 
Spring is the perfect time to visit. Come see 

flowers begin to bloom and get ideas for your own gardens.  Watch the PPLD website – 
poklib.org - for details! 

save the date -               
literary cocktails
 
The Friends will celebrate National Library Week with "A Night of 
Literary Cocktails" on Saturday, May 3, 2014.  Tim Federle will discuss 
his Tequila Mockingbird, and Kevin Fitzpatrick will discuss Under the 
Table, which features the drinks of Dorothy Parker's Algonquin Round 
Table.  We are also honored to have Douglass Miller from the Culinary 
Institute of America at the event with his students presenting the 
described cocktails for our enjoyment. Look for details in the next issue 
of The Rotunda.  



Yes, I want to support my public library

Name: ____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________________

State: ________________   Zip: ________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________

$2,000 +
$1,000 - $1,999    
$500 - $999 
$250 - $499  
$100 - $249 

Enclosed is a matching gift form from my employer, 
which will increase the value of my gift.

$50 - $99 
$25 - $49
$10 - $24
Other _____

(as you wish to be listed)

Make checks payable to:  Friends of PPLD. Send to:  Friends of PPLD, 
Attn: Advancement Dept., 93 Market St., Poughkeepsie, NY 12601.

Contribution:  $ _____________
Friends’ Dues:  $ _____________
Total Enclosed:  $ ____________

I/we wish to be anonymous in the library’s next report. 

Enclosed* is my/our gift of:

I/we also want to be a member of the Friends of PPLD. 
Enclosed are my/our dues of $10 per person.

I/we wish to pledge our 
gift of $___________.

Credit Card Number: ____________________________________ Exp Date: _______
Printed Name as it appears on card: _________________________________________
Authorized Signature: ____________________________________________________

Please charge my Credit Card:

* Or donate at poklib.org

Path to Discovery
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next issue

national 
library Week 

nasa exhibit

The Poughkeepsie Public Library District invites the public to enjoy fine art on 
display at Adriance Memorial Library. Accomplished local artists interested in the 
gallery should email exhibits@poklib.org for exhibit policy and information.

Mary Wojtecki Rotunda Gallery 

February 1 - February 28
From the Archives: Poughkeepsie at Work

Local History Photograph Collection
Main Street, Andrew Cramer, Grocer

January 2 - 31 
Dewey Lee - God's Creation
Photographs, # 51 Canadian Rockies

March 1 - 31
From the Archives: 
Poughkeepsie Transportation 
Local History Photograph Collection
First Trolley Run, October 11, 1894

La Plaza del Aprendizaje 
Clases de Inglés
Lunes, 6-8 pm, Tercer piso
Literacy Connections le ayudará a aprender 
y practicar inglés. Puede venir e inscribirse 
en la Biblioteca o llamar al (845) 452-8670 
los Martes, Miércoles o Jueves. 

PlÁticas Informativas    
para la Comunidad
Un lunes al mes tenemos un conferencista 
con información especial y de interés para 
nuestra Comunidad Hispana. 6-7 pm en la 
planta baja (Sala de Juntas Charwat ).

Enero 13 – Explicación de la Ley 
del Cuidado de Salud a Bajo Costo 
(Obamacare)
Conozca más de esta nueva ley de 
salud. Infórmese si es elegible, como 
puede inscribirte, como obtener 
ayuda financiera para el pago de su 
seguro y como evitar las multas por no 
inscribirse a tiempo. Un Navegador 
Certificado lo guiará.

Febrero 10 –  Inmigración – 
Abogado, Robert Fuchs
Tratará diversos temas relacionados 
con inmigración.

Marzo 10 – Literacy Connections
Aprenda de los servicios gratuitos 
facilitados por Literacy Connections, 
incluyendo aprendizaje individual (uno-
a-uno), ESL y Book Buddies;  y por qué 
nuestra visión y trabajo es tener una 
sociedad en la que todas las personas 
pueden leer, escribir, y alcanzar su 
potencial.

Clases de Computación
Miércoles, 6:00-8:00 pm, segundo piso 
(Salón Cavallaro)
En estas clases tendrá la oportunidad 
de aprender los fundamentos básicos y 
recursos útiles que le den la habilidad de 
utilizar una computadora. Cada clase se 
divide en 2 sesiones, asistiendo una vez por 
semana. Es necesario que se inscriba con 
anticipación. Cupo máximo para 8 personas. 
Comunicarse con Elva Corbaton al (845) 485-
3445 x 3321 o enviar un mensaje a ecorbaton@
poklib.org. 

Enero 15 y 22 - Computación Básica
Enero 29 y Febrero 5 - Internet 
Febrero 12 y 19 - Correo Electrónico
Febrero 26 y Marzo 12 - Word Básico
Marzo 19 y 26 - Word Intermedio

AARP Tax Prep 
Assistance
The AARP Foundation Tax-Aide program 
provides free, reliable tax preparation service for 
low to middle income families, individuals and 
seniors. There is no age limit and you do not 
have to be a member of AARP. Tax Preparation 
assistance is available by appointment only, at 
the Adriance Memorial Library, 93 Market Street, 
Fridays from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, beginning 
February 7.  Please dial 2-1-1 to schedule an 
appointment.

Tax Forms available 
at Arlington 
and Adriance        

Starting           
January 31

Jewish Theatre:                                      
The American Experience
Following the success of last year’s series titled A Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters, 
American Songs, this new series studies the origins and the impact of Jewish Theatre.  
Sundays, 2:30 pm, The Auditorium 

January 12: Neil Simon: America’s Favorite Playwright 
A frequent lecturer on all things Broadway, John Kenrick 
takes an affectionate look back at the life and career of the 
humble Brooklyn native who turned his Jewish heritage into 
a rich source of comedy in dozens of stage and screen hits.
  
January 19: The Ethnic Musicals: 
Assimilation and Integration   
The melting pot of America was reflected in the Broadway 
Musicals. Marc Courtade, Business Manager for the Tilles 
Center for the Performing Arts at Long Island University, 
discusses how the ethnic musicals of the 1960’s and 1970’s 
featured contrasting ethnic groups and wove them into the 
fabric of the American Musical.
  
January 26: Restyling the Borscht Belt: 
New Jews on the American Stage 
Presenter Ellen Schiff is the author of From Stereotype to 
Metaphor: the Jewish Contemporary Drama.  Her work 
focuses on the representations of Jews and Jewish life on 
the stage.

February 2: Irving Berlin: Say It With Music
Forced to drop out of third grade, this Russian-Jewish 
immigrant became a defining force in popular music, 
writing such hits as Alexander’s Ragtime Band, and White 
Christmas.  John Kenrick traces the career and fascinating 
private life of this show business legend.

February 9: The Rogers and Hammerstein Era: 
Reinventing Musical Theater   
Marc Courtade returns to explain how one of theater’s most 
successful creative teams captured an idealized image of 
America and Americans. 

February 16: Sinners, Scandals, Scoundrels 
and Scamps on the American Jewish Stage   
Ellen Schiff suggests that few figures more reliably trigger 
conflict than those who flout or defy convention. Whether 
as a construct of Christian dogma or of anti-semitism, or as 
an embodiment of Jewish protest or dissent, 'bad' Jews serve 
admirably as foils for a gamut of notions and attitudes. 


