
PPLD and Bardavon Reach for the Stars
Poughkeepsie’s night sky will be unusually 
lively this fall…and so will Adriance Memorial 
Library! We’re pleased to partner with the 
Bardavon for SkyFest: Astronomy & the Arts 
in October and November.

SkyFest is the fall installment of the Bardavon’s 4 Seasons of the Hudson Valley Festival – a 
series of celebrations of the arts and culture in the Mid-Hudson Valley, made possible with 
a grant from the New York State Council on the Arts. The festival's purpose is to bring 
community organizations together to help revitalize the two urban centers and waterfronts 
of Poughkeepsie and Kingston, where the Bardavon’s two historic theaters are located. 
The festival is also designed to support and promote cultural tourism and illuminate the 
contributions that the arts make year-round to the quality of life in our region. 

“When the Bardavon approached us to become a partner for SkyFest, we were happy to open 
our doors,” said Library Director Tom Lawrence. “It’s a great opportunity to connect with 
some of our neighbors who also serve the community, and to offer something unique related 
to astronomy and the arts at the Library.”

SkyFest will open with “International Observe the Moon Night” on October 12, and continue 
through the end of November with a variety of free events including two lectures with 
renowned astronomer and author Bob Berman, children’s arts workshops, and two SkyFest 
visual art exhibitions. Closing night will feature the Hudson Valley Philharmonic with group 
discounts and Student Rush tickets for young people. SkyFest highlights include:

October 16, 7 pm, Walkway Over the Hudson, Lecture with Astronomer 
Bob Berman, “Wonders of the Autumn Sky” followed by sky and moon-
viewing through telescopes provided by the 
Mid-Hudson Astronomy Club (Cloud date: October 18)

October TBD, Arm of the Sea Theater creative workshops for students to create “The Night 
Sky,” a 3-D installation to be exhibited at Adriance

October 12-November 30, Wednesday nights, Ongoing sky-viewing at 
the Vassar College Observatory from 9 - 11 pm. Confirm at 
(845) 437-7340 before 4:30 pm, or (845) 437-7679 after 8:45 pm.

November 1-26, SkyFest art exhibit at Adriance Memorial Library

November 2-30, SkyFest art exhibit at Barrett Art Center

November 19, 8 pm, Bardavon, Lecture with Astronomer Bob Berman, “Light and Color 
in the Universe” 

November 23, 8 pm, Bardavon, Hudson Valley Philharmonic 
Performance: Holst’s The Planets, with projections of rare images from 
NASA and the Hubbell Space Telescope

“So far, with the spring and summer installments behind us, we’ve been able to accomplish 
what we set out to do with the 4 Seasons Festival,” said the Bardavon’s Chris Silva, “to 
breathe new life into the region’s economy through the Arts. It’s the collaboration we’ve 
received from Adriance Memorial Library and our many other community partners that’s 
made all of this possible.” Keep watch for SkyFest updates posted at bardavon.org.
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Boardman Work Begins Friends to Honor 
Eleanor Charwat 
Champion Among Our Good Friends

The Friends of the Poughkeepsie Public Library District announced in June that the recipient 
of this year’s Adriance Honors will be Eleanor Charwat. The presentation of the award 
will take place on Thursday, October 24, at Locust Grove beginning at 5:30 pm, with Joan 
Sherman serving as Honorary Chair.  

Eleanor (Ellie) reports that reading has been one of life’s greatest pleasures. When she was 
a child, she loved browsing the children’s section of Adriance Memorial Library under the 
kind tutelage of librarian Miss Lumb.  Ellie also remembers reading books under her desk at 
the Poughkeepsie Day School, where she was caught one day crying over the death scene of 
Melanie in “Gone with the Wind.”

Ellie spent a happy childhood in Poughkeepsie, then attended Cornell University where she 
majored in government and was an editor of the Cornell Daily Sun.  That experience helped 
her get her first job in Washington, D.C. with President Kennedy’s Committee on Juvenile 
Delinquency, where she was an information officer.

She later worked for a U.S. Agency for 
International Development project in Puerto Rico, 
which trained youth leaders from developing 
countries.  It was there she met Martin, a fellow 
staffer, and they were married soon afterwards.  
He later joined the U.S. Information Agency as a 
cultural/public affairs officer in Curitiba, Brazil.   
Ellie became a teacher of English as a Second 
Language and hostess to visiting American 
cultural groups and journalists.

After the Charwats returned to the United 
States, Martin studied law and joined Ellie’s 
Dad, Nathaniel Rubin, and Ben-Allen Breslow in their practice in Poughkeepsie. Ellie 
and Martin raised their two children, Ben and Rebecca, and became active community 
volunteers.  One of Ellie's most satisfying accomplishments was her ten years as a trustee 
of the Poughkeepsie Public Library District, where she helped spearhead the movement to 
renovate and expand Adriance Memorial Library.  She also served two terms as the 6th ward 
councilperson on the Poughkeepsie Town Board.

Ellie spent 13 years at Marist College as head of the School of Adult Education.  She also 
received her Master’s degree in Public Administration from Marist. She has been recognized 
for her service by many organizations:  The Eleanor Roosevelt Val-Kill medal award, the 
Athena Award, the New York State Senate Woman of Distinction, The Amerian Association of 
University Women Woman of the Year, and the Marist College President’s Award.

Ellie and Martin are the proud grandparents of seven wonderful grandchildren.

If you would like to receive an invitation to the Adriance Honors event on October 25, 
please call 845-485-3445 x 3306.

The backhoes have started 
clearing brush and debris 
from the Boardman Road 
site, preparing the property 
for the construction of the 
new branch library. Before 
any actual construction work 
began, PPLD Network Analyst 
Bruce Sullivan took his drone 
to the site and flew it remotely 
through the building taking 
photographs. Here are two 
shots that capture the natural 
light in the future main library 
room via large windows and 
skylights. A video of the 
drone’s fly-through is posted 
on the Library District's 
website at poklib.org.   

April, 2011, unveiling of the Asbill 
installation “Poughkeepsie: Then and 
Now”, a gift to PPLD from the Charwats
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Vote November 5

Public Libraries 
and the Affordable 
Care Act

On October 1, 2013, open enrollment will begin for the Health Insurance Marketplace 
component of the Affordable Care Act (also known as “Obamacare”). It is anticipated that 
many people will turn to their public libraries for information. On July 12, Barbara Stripling, 
President of the American Library Association, issued a statement that included the following:
“The American Library Association and other groups are working to be sure librarians and the 
public are aware of information on the new law. The Institute of Museum and Library Services 
(IMLS), the federal agency responsible for the improvement of library services nationwide, 
and the U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) are working in partnership to 
make sure that libraries are aware of and able to connect patrons with the information and 
resources they will need.”

Ms. Stripling noted that a recent study showed that more than a third of library computer 
users (28 million people) seek assistance from librarians for health and wellness issues, 
including learning about medical conditions, finding health care providers, and assessing 
health insurance options.

Library District director Tom Lawrence said that PPLD staff will be informed and ready on 
October 1 when open enrollment begins. “We will not be able to directly advise people in 
their health care choices,” he said, “but we will be able to direct them to the appropriate, 
accurate information that will allow them to make informed decisions.” 
For more information, go to: www.hhs.gov/healthcare/rights/index.html

Library Book Travels                              
to Denmark and Back



On June 24, the staff at Arlington Branch Library opened a package from Joyce Lewis of 
Worthington, Ohio.  The box contained a book marked as property of Arlington Branch 
Library, and a personal note that read:

June 19, 2013

Found this book in the front lobby of Palace Hotel in 
Copenhagen, Denmark.  It had been abandoned and did 
not look as though it was discarded by the Library.

Joyce Lewis

Fittingly, the book was Mark Twain’s The Innocents Abroad. This stray book was fortunate 
to be found by someone who cared enough pack it in her luggage, bring it back to the U.S., 
and then make sure it landed back on the shelf in Poughkeepsie where it belongs. The book’s 
return was particularly good news for the original borrower. He had already reimbursed the 
Library District for the cost of replacing it and was pleased to learn that the book had found 
its way home and that he would be receiving a check in the mail.

Blind Date       
with a Book
We all know we should “never judge a 
book by its cover,” but more often than 
not, that’s exactly what we do when we 
select our reading material.  To introduce 
readers to new authors, genres, and great 
titles they wouldn’t ordinarily consider for 
themselves, the Library District launched 
a Blind Date with a Book summer program. 
We took titles recommended by staff, wrapped them and put them on display at 
Adriance Memorial Library and the Arlington Branch Library for patrons to choose 
at random.  Patrons seemed to enjoy the intrigue!

Sherryh Redding with her blind date.

Used by permission. www.speedbump.com

It’s finally fall!  Well, not technically, but we all associate the 
start of school with the unofficial start to the new season 
(and of course the shelves at many local stores are loaded 
with Halloween decorations!). Fall also brings a new round 
of library programs, including the annual Big Read. Take a 
look at this edition of The Rotunda for a veritable feast (dare 
I say cornucopia?) of classes, events, and programs. The staff 
has outdone itself again in developing these fun, interesting, 
and educational opportunities.
 
This year’s Big Read title is The Shawl, a riveting story of a 
singular event emanating from the Holocaust.  Combined 
with the companion novella Rosa, these two titles address 
survival of, and life after, a devastating event.  A team of 
planners has been working for a year to develop the 70 plus 
programs featured in this year’s Big Read.  The supplement 
included in this edition of The Rotunda, lists all of the 
programs and all of the participating organizations. The 75th 
anniversary of Kristallnacht will occur during the Big Read 
and will be observed with a community commemoration.
 
Work on the Boardman Road branch library continues.  Site 
preparation is underway with general construction set to 
begin in late October.  We still plan on occupancy during the 
last quarter of 2014.
 
Due to renovation work at the Mid-Hudson Library System 
Auditorium, that space is not available as a polling location 
this fall.  Therefore, Adriance will open its doors as a polling 
location on September 10, from 12 noon to 9 pm for the 
Primary and on November 5, from 6 am to 9 pm for the 
General Election. 
 
We continue to appreciate the amazing support from this 
community and hope that we can continue to provide you 
with the best public library service available in the Hudson 
Valley.  Thanks and enjoy the Fall!

Tom Lawrence

Election Day is Tuesday, November 5.  There are 
three Library District Board of Trustees positions on 
the ballot, two seats representing the Town and one 
seat representing the City.  Anne P. Constantinople 
and Margaret M. Prescott have filed petition with 
the Board of Elections seeking the Town trustee 
seats. China Melton and Joan A. Nicholls have filed 
petition with the Board of Elections seeking the one 
City trustee seat. These terms of office run from 
January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2018. 
 
Also take the time to cast your vote on the Library 
District’s annual operating budget in addition to 
other ballot questions.  Make your voice heard!
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Public Computer Center Classes

Pre-register at poklib.org or (845)485-3445 x 3381.  Classes meet in the 
Adriance-Charwat Room unless otherwise noted. Classes at Arlington are in blue.

The Public Computer Center is made possible by a grant from the Dyson Foundation.
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Computer Lab
Monday-Friday, 11 am-1 pm 
Monday, 6:30-8:30 pm
Receive individualized help with nearly any 
computer task using the library’s computers.

Workshops for Job Seekers 
Using the Library in Your Job Search  
Wednesday, October 2 OR December 4, 9:30 am
Learn about the best sites for job listings, online resume-building tools, as well 
as print and online resources to help you during the interviewing process.

Resume Critique
Tuesdays, 6-8 pm, Teen Study Room, September 10 & 24, October 8 & 22, November 5 & 19, December 3 & 17
Drop in for professional feedback to strengthen your resume. Presented by Dutchess County One Stop Career Center.

Learn Computer Basics
PC Basics
Wednesday, September 11 OR October 16 OR November 13, 1 pm
Learn how to start up and shut down a PC; how to open, 
close, and resize windows. Includes practice time. 

Internet 101
Wednesday, September 18 OR October 23 OR 
November 20, 1 pm
Grasp the basics of internet surfing such as opening Internet 
Explorer, using the minimizing, restore, and close buttons, 
and resizing windows. Prerequisite: basic computer skills.

Internet 102
Wednesday, September 25 OR October 30 OR 
December 4, 1 pm
Learn more about the internet...What exactly is the World 
Wide Web? What do those different domain names (.com, 
.net, .org) mean? Also discover great sites for practicing 
your new skills! Prerequisite: basic computer skills. 

Internet Safety
Wednesday, October 16, 5:30 pm, Arlington
The internet doesn’t have to be a scary place. We’ll show 
you how to stay safe with email, visiting websites, social 
networking (Facebook, etc.) banking and shopping online. 
Prerequisite: Internet 101 and Internet 102, or equivalent.

Google It
Wednesday, November 6, 1 pm
This class will teach you the basics of GOOGLE and how to 
use it. Prerequisite: basic computer skills.

Windows 8
Thursday, October 31, 9:30 am OR                      
Wednesday, December 18, 1 pm
New to Windows 8? Can’t find the Start button? Come 
learn to use the Start Screen, live tiles, hot corners and the 
charms bar. Learn to open and close apps as well as how to 
use the SkyDrive.

Learn Microsoft Office
All patrons registering for the following courses must supply a current email address for confirmation purposes.

Microsoft Word 101
Monday, September 9, 3:30 pm OR Wednesday, September 
11, 5:30 pm-Arlington OR Monday, November 18, 3:30 pm
Create, edit and format simple documents. Prerequisite: 
basic computer skills.

Microsoft Excel 101
Monday, September 16, 3:30 pm OR Wednesday, September 
18, 5:30 pm-Arlington OR Monday, November 25, 3:30 pm
Set up and manipulate a basic spreadsheet. Prerequisite: 
basic computer skills.

Microsoft PowerPoint 101
Monday, September 23, 3:30 pm OR Wednesday, September 
25, 5:30 pm-Arlington OR Monday, December 2, 3:30 pm
Design beginner level presentations. Prerequisite: basic 
computer skills.

Microsoft Access 101
Monday, September 30, 3:30 pm OR 
Wednesday, October 2, 5:30 pm-Arlington OR 
Wednesday, December 11, 5:30 pm-Arlington
Work with tables, add and sort records, rearrange table 
fields, run a query and create a report. Prerequisite: basic 
computer skills.

Microsoft Word 102
Monday, October 7, 3:30 pm OR Wednesday, October 9, 
5:30 pm-Arlington OR Monday, December 9, 3:30 pm
Work with paragraphs, tabs, tables, styles, spelling tools and 
more. Prerequisite: Word 101 or equivalent.

Microsoft Excel 102
Monday, October 21, 3:30 pm OR Wednesday, October 23, 
5:30 pm-Arlington OR Monday, December 16, 3:30 pm
Work with formulas, auto filter, charts and more. 
Prerequisite: Excel 101 or equivalent.

Microsoft PowerPoint 102
Monday, October 28, 3:30 pm OR Wednesday, November 6, 
5:30 pm-Arlington OR Thursday, December 19, 1:30 pm
Customize existing presentations with advanced graphic 
techniques. Prerequisite: PowerPoint 101 or equivalent. 

Microsoft Access 102
Monday, November 4, 3:30 pm OR 
Wednesday, December 18, 5:30 pm-Arlington
Database creation, designing and modifying tables and 
forms, running an action query.  Prerequisite: Access 101 or 
equivalent.

Mail Merge in Word and Excel
Thursday, September 26, 1:30 pm, Greenspan Board Room 
OR Wednesday, November 13, 5:30-Arlington
Learn how to set up a mail merge. We will use Excel for the 
data, customize letters in Word, and then create mailing 
labels. Prerequisite: Microsoft Word 101 & 102 or equivalent.

Getting Organized with Excel
Thursday, October 10, 1:30 pm OR 
Wednesday, November 20, 5:30 pm-Arlington 
This Excel class uses basic spreadsheets to help you keep 
your information organized and ready to use. Prerequisite: 
Microsoft Excel 101 and Excel 102 or equivalent.

Create a Newsletter 
Using Word
Thursday, October 24, 1:30 pm, 
Greenspan Board Room OR Wednesday, 
December 4, 5:30 pm, Arlington
Use a template in Word to create 
a newsletter for your business. 
Prerequisite: Word 101 & 102 or 
equivalent.

Technology for You 
All patrons registering for the following courses must supply 
a current email address for confirmation purposes.

Online Consumer Research
Wednesday, October 2, 1 pm
Learn how to use the web to consult user reviews and 
perform price comparisons to make informed choices. 
Prerequisite: basic computer skills.

Intro to eBooks             
on the Nook 
Thursday, October 3 OR          
 December 5, 9:30 am  
Learn to use eBooks from your library 
on the Nook. Please bring your Nook. 
Prerequisite: basic computer skills.

Intro to eBooks on the Kindle
Thursday, October 10 OR December 12, 9:30 am
Learn to use eBooks from your library on the Kindle. Please 
bring your Kindle. Prerequisite: basic computer skills.

Intro to eBooks on the iPad
Thursday, October 17 OR December 19, 9:30 am
Learn to use eBooks from your library on the iPad. Please 
bring your iPad. Prerequisite: basic computer skills.

Intro to iPad
Thursday, September 12 OR November 7, 9:30 am
Icons driving you crazy? Learn how to use the touch screen 
to navigate, download, open, close and delete apps. Bring 
your iPad. Prerequisite: basic computer skills and email 
account.

Intro to Facebook
Thursday, November 14, 9:30 am 
Understand the basics of Facebook: how to create and use 
your own account, search and connect with friends, “like” 
your favorite organizations, and more! Prerequisite: basic 
computer skills and email account.

Intro to Twitter
Thursday, November 21, 9:30 am
Learn about hashtags, best practices, and how to “follow on 
Twitter.” Prerequisite: basic computer skills and email account.

Introduction to LinkedIn
Wednesday, December 11, 9:30 am
Set up your own LinkedIn profile, establish connections, join 
professional groups and more. Prerequisite: basic computer 
skills and email account.

Working 
With Your 
Digital 
Photos
Thursday, September 
12 OR November 14, 
1:30 pm, Greenspan 
Board Room
Learn how to move your pictures from your digital camera to 
a computer, view them, and save them to a USB/Flash drive.  
NOTE: This class is for digital cameras only – not mobile 
devices (iPhone, iPad, cell phones, etc.). 

Navigating the Medicare Website
Wednesday, September 25, October 23 OR November 27, 9:30 am
Tuesday, October 29 at 6:30pm
Hands-on training at the Medicare web site to find 
information about Medicare Prescription Drug Plans and 
Medicare Advantage Plans.  Led by volunteers and staff from 
the Office for the Aging/NY Connects.

Introduction to Ancestry.com - New!
December 18, 9:30 am
Use this popular database to do genealogical research.



Connect With the ‘Clever You’
Mah Jongg Mondays 
Mondays, September 9-December 30, 1-5 pm, Arlington 
Bring a friend to play Mah Jongg.  No registration necessary. Newcomers welcome.

Brain Games: Improve Your Mental Alertness  
Wednesdays, September 4-December 18, 1:30- 3:30 pm, Arlington 
Ginny Condon, volunteer for the Office for the Aging/NY Connects, leads a series 
of mental games and exercises to help improve memory skills. Each class is different. 
No registration necessary.

Knitting Groups
Bring your projects and share your tips.  
No registration necessary.

Knitting and Crocheting Club
Wednesdays, 10 am
Adriance-Small Periodicals Room

Stitch Your Heart Out
Fridays, 10 am, Arlington

Pick Up Stitches
Saturdays, 1 pm, Adriance-Small Periodicals Room
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Register at poklib.org or (845) 485-3445 x 3702 unless otherwise noted. 

Adult Programs
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Explore New Directions

Night Photography                      
in Poughkeepsie 
Registering for one implies attendance at both sessions.
Session I:  Wednesday, September 18, 7 pm
Adriance-Small Periodicals Room
Session II: Wednesday, October 9, 7 pm
Adriance-Charwat Room

Night photography provides unique challenges to the photographer. Session I will cover 
the basics of night photography and then participants will walk through Poughkeepsie 
taking pictures.  Familiarity with your equipment (DSLRs, point and shoot (P&S) cameras, 
smartphones) prior to the session is most appreciated. A tripod and a remote camera release 
are recommended. No camera/device is needed to participate but recommended. Session 
II will review the pictures taken in Session I.  Bring images on a flash drive to class. This 
session will show how to add interest to your night time shots with blur, light streak and 
other techniques to get the best image possible within the ability of your device. Patrick J. 
Watson is our guest instructor. Pat is a photographic, publishing and media professional with 
30+ years of experience. 

Financial Seminar
Wednesday, September 25, 7 pm, Adriance-Small Periodicals Room
Attendees will gain a better understanding of the economy, the 
markets, inflation, estate and trust planning, portfolio rebalancing 
and other financial and legal concepts.  Presented by Jim Santangelo, 
a Certified Financial Planner®, and local attorney Ellen Baker, a 
Partner at McCabe & Mack LLP and member of the Trust and Estate 
Law Section of the New York State Bar Association.

Celebrate Deaf Awareness Week @ Your Library
Wednesday, September 25, 7 pm, Adriance-Charwat Room
Deaf Awareness Week is celebrated by associations and individuals around the world to 
increase public awareness of deaf issues, people and culture.  Events will recognize the 
achievements of deaf people, educate the public about various degrees of hearing loss, 
expose the public to American Sign Language and dispel misconceptions about deaf people. 
Join us at the library for some storytelling in American Sign Language (ASL) and play visual 
language games.  All family and friends welcome. 

Save Energy, Save Dollars
Wednesday, October 2, 7 pm, Adriance-Charwat Room
This workshop provides energy efficiency information for residents, especially those 
households with limited resources. Learn easy tips to reduce your energy bills by identifying 
low- or no-cost energy ways to reduce energy consumption. Each participating household 
will receive three FREE Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs. Presented by Cornell Cooperative 
Extension.

Free GED® Classes for Adults & Teens
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 am-12:30 pm, Saturdays, 9 am-1 pm, Adriance-Teen Study Room 
Register at Dutchess BOCES:  (845) 483-3640 x 6108. 

Foundation Center 
Proposal Writing Basics
Friday, September 27, 3-4:30 pm
Adriance-Charwat Room
Are you new to the process of grant writing?  Let us 
help you sort out what key components foundations 
want to see, how the proposal should be packaged, 
who should sign the grant request, and when 
you should actually contact the funder.  This professionally produced webinar followed by 
local discussion is designed as an introductory overview.  Pick up some great tips for your 
non-profit, network with others in a similar situation, and get your questions answered by 
Poughkeepsie Public Library District’s own successful grantwriter, Gareth Davies.

Small Business 
Workshops by SCORE
These workshops are presented by the Dutchess 
Chapter of SCORE, Counselors to America’s Small 
Business, offering free and confidential business 

counseling as well as workshops and seminars for small business owners and entrepreneurs.  
For more information on SCORE call (845) 454-1700 x 1021.  Please register for any 
of these programs through the library.  Sponsored by the Hudson Valley Credit Union.

Mondays, 6 pm, Arlington

October 28

Social Media:  A Tool for Your Small Business
Take a look at the various ways to use one or more social media sites to enhance your 
marketing, increase sales and deepen your customer engagement.

November 4

Facebook For Your Business
A small business owner shares the pros and cons of using Facebook for their business, with 
practical hints on how to effectively use this social media site for your business.

November 18

The Benefits of Integrating Your Online Presence
Tips on using social media sites, your website, email, blogs and newsletters.  A small 
business owner will share tips on how to maximize the online presence of a service business 
(information can also be applied to other business types).

Readers' Corner
Not your Momma's Book Club
Fourth Fridays, 6:30-7:30 pm, Arlington
A somewhat ‘off the wall’ book discussion group.  Come on, take a chance!  

September 27: The Casual Vacancy
by J. K. Rowling

October 25: Something Wicked This Way Comes                       
by Ray Bradbury

November 22: World War Z                                               
by Max Brooks

Non-Fiction Book Club
Thursdays, 7 pm, Adriance-Charwat Room
Read the book ahead and join us for a time of reflection 
and discussion.

September 26: Don't Lets Go to the Dogs Tonight                      
by Alexandra Fuller

October 24: The Auschwitz Volunteer: Beyond Bravery             
by Witold Pilecki

Big Read Workshop for Teachers                             
Fiction as Testimony:  Reading Ozick’s The Shawl
Friday, September 27, 8 am-3 pm, Dutchess BOCES ALI
This workshop, designed with the Common Core Standards in mind, is for high 
school and adult education teachers and library staff. Erica Kaufman, Associate 
Director for the Bard Institute for Writing and Thinking, presents strategies to help 
readers gain a deeper understanding of The Big Read text. Lunch on your own. 



Muslim Journeys         
Book Discussions
The Poughkeepsie Public Library 
District has been selected to receive 
the Muslim Journeys Bookshelf, a 
project of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities Bridging 
Cultures initiative, conducted in 
cooperation with the American Library 
Association. Support was provided 

by a grant from the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 
Additional support for the arts and media components was 
provided by the Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art.

Our discussion leader, Mr. Azeem Farooki, is a Board 
Member and Trustee of the Islamic Center of Rockland, NY. 
He taught History of Islam for several years to high school 
students at the Islamic Center of Rockland Sunday School in 
Valley Cottage, NY.   To join these book discussions, please 
call Debora at (845)485-3445 x 3313 for copies of the texts.

Tuesdays, 5 pm, Adriance-Greenspan Board Room 

September 24 - Muhammad: A Very Short Introduction      
by Jonathan A. C. Brown                         
October 22 - The Story of the Qur’an: Its History and Place 
in Muslim Life by Ingrid Mattson 

November 26 - A Quiet Revolution: The Veil's Resurgence, 
from the Middle East to America by Leila Ahmed                                                                          

Film Series 
Thursdays, 1:30 pm
Adriance-Charwat Room

September 12 - Prince Among Slaves 
Unity Productions Foundation, 2007

September 19 - Islamic Art: Mirror of 
the Invisible World, Unity Productions 
Foundation, 2011

September 26 - Koran by Heart, HBO documentary film, 2011
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Adult Programs
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Register at poklib.org or (845) 485-3445 x 3702 unless otherwise noted. 

Poughkeepsie Farm Project Series
Composting for the                                                 
Home and Community Gardener
Thursday, September 12, 7 pm, Adriance-Charwat Room
For the ultimate step in recycling, learn how to compost kitchen, yard and garden 
waste. Cornell Cooperative Master Gardeners will present a hands-on workshop about 

composting for the home and community gardener.  Participants will also learn about local school garden projects.

Hands-On Garlic Planting Workshop
Saturday, October 19, 10 am, Fall Kill Partnership Gardens on North Clinton Street.
Hosted by the Poughkeepsie Farm Project and led by the Fall Kill Partnership Gardens, this hands-on workshop offers 
the opportunity for community gardeners and prospective gardeners to learn about different types of garlic, how to 
prepare garden beds, how and when to plant and harvest garlic, how to store garlic, and save it for seed. Participants 
may also sign up for a community garden plot for the 2014 season.  For more information call Anne Saylor at 
(845)392-4180.

Seed Saving and Seed Trading
Wednesday, October 23, 7 pm, Adriance-Charwat Room
The Poughkeepsie Farm Project invites you to celebrate Food Day (a day early) by joining local gardeners and 
farmers for a discussion on the importance of seed saving. This event will include a brief presentation about how 
to save open-pollinated seeds. In addition, locally produced seeds will be available for free or by donation. We 
encourage attendees to bring their leftover or saved seed to share with others. Local seed will also be for sale.

My Word
Writing Works!
First Sundays, September 
8, October 6, November 
3, December 1, 2-4:45 pm 
Adriance-Charwat Room
Need some motivation to 
get that short story, novel, 
essay or poem completed 
and out into the world? Join us with your works of all 
genres and receive feedback from your peers. Open to 
adults. Bring copies of your own work to share with the 
group.  No registration necessary.

Secrets of Getting Published
Tuesday, September 17, 6:30 pm Adriance-Charwat Room
In her 50 years in publishing and teaching, Chris Roerden 
has edited authors published by St. Martin’s, Forge, Berkley 
Prime Crime, Harlequin, Rodale, Viking, Midnight Ink, 
and more.  Chris is past president of a trade association 
of commercial and university presses in the Midwest, past 
board member of SE Mystery Writers of America, and long-
time member of Sisters in Crime and of Mensa. With an MA 
in English and a BA summa cum laude, she became a writing 
instructor at universities in Maine and Milwaukee. She’s also 
led more than 300 workshops in 3 countries.

Hidden Treasures of the Hudson 
Valley Volume Two by Tony Musso
Saturday, September 21, 2:30 pm, Adriance-Charwat Room
Author Tony Musso shares a wealth of knowledge about 
some fascinating local treasures. Highlights from his book 
include the only domed octagonal residence in the world, 
homes of two prominent Hudson Valley School artists, a 
former hotel known as “The Cradle of the American Circus,” 
an operating tavern that was once converted to a prison 
to detain British Major John Andre (after he conspired 
with traitor Benedict Arnold), and former estates that now 
welcome guests. See mussobooks.com

Write, Write, and Re-Write
Third Saturdays, September 21, October 19, November 16, 
December 21, 10 am, Adriance-Greenspan Board Room
Bring your works in progress and receive feedback from peers. 
All writing genres welcome. Open to adults and young adults. 

An Evening of Poetry                            
@ Your Library
Third Thursdays, 7 pm, Adriance-Small Periodical Room
Featured poets of the Hudson Valley followed by Open Mic.
September 19 - Marlene Woodason and Janet Stewart 
October 17 - Cassandra Clark
November 21 - Glenn Werner and Marina Mati
December 19 - Mark Oppenhiemer

Legal Help for You
Immigration Law Services 
at Catholic Charities:                  
Professional, Personal, 
and Affordable
Monday, September 9, 7 pm
Adriance-Cavallaro Room 
The Office for New Americans at Catholic Charities 
offers affordable immigration legal services.  This 
presentation covers the full range of legal services 
available locally through Catholic Charities, the dangers 
of notary fraud, other common types of fraud, and 
opportunities to prepare for the citizenship exam.  We 
will also cover the current state of immigration reform 
legislation and how people can prepare for potential 
changes in the law.

Free Legal 
Clinic by 
the  Dutchess 
County Bar 
Association
Saturday, October 5, 10-4 pm, Adriance-Charwat Room
Over 25 lawyers from throughout the Mid-Hudson 
Valley will contribute their time and talents to answer 
legal questions and provide advice and referrals for 
those in need. No appointment is needed; questions 
are addressed on a first-come, first-served basis. Those 
interested in attending the clinic may call the Dutchess 
County Bar Association at (845)473-2488 with 
questions prior to the event.

Big Read Film Series:  
The Holocaust
Thursdays, 1:30 pm, Adriance-Charwat Room 

October 24 - The Last Days 
Five Hungarian Jews, now living in the 
United States, tell their stories. 1998 
Academy Best Documentary Award
(PG-13).

October 31 - The Counterfeiters
The true story of the counterfeiting 
operation set up by the Nazis utilizing 
forced Jewish labor. 2007 (R)  

November 7 - Into the Arms of Strangers: Stories of 
the Kindertransport, Documentary about child refugees 
transported to Britain to escape the Holocaust.  2000 (PG)

November 14 - Hitler’s Children, Documentary featuring the 
offspring of Nazi ruling officials.  2012

TGIF Film Series
First Fridays, 6:00 pm, Arlington

September 6 - Moonrise Kingdom, 
2012 (PG-13)

October 4 - The Birds, 1963 (PG)

November 1 - Life is Beautiful, 1997 
(PG-13)

December 6 - The Nightmare Before 
Christmas, 1993 (PG)
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Database Spotlight 

New Database 
provides access 
to Poughkeepsie 
Journal

New York State’s NOVEL program (New York Virtual Electronic Library), provides all 
state residents subscription level access - for free - to a variety of online databases, 
searchable through any Internet connection.  

One of this year’s exciting new offerings is a newspaper database called Gannett 
Newsstand, which offers local full-text reporting for 85 Gannett papers nationwide, 
among them the Poughkeepsie Journal!  The date range is stated to begin 
November 2002 to the present, but there are, in fact, articles dating back to 1999 
included - and keyword searchable.  This is a much needed source for tracking 
down local articles from the past 14 years!

One important consideration is that articles in Gannett Newsstand are written by 
the papers’ staff writers, so syndicated articles—like AP—are not included here.  
Those can often be searched in other library sources. Another thing to note is no 
images are included.  But never fear!  With the information from the database, 
library staff can help you find the original article on microfilm (and take a copy for 
.20/page).

Local obituaries can also be searched across all the Gannett papers, and you can 
limit your search to the geographic region of interest, as well as specific date or 
range of dates (e.g.-past 30 days). Unfortunately, Poughkeepsie obituaries online 
don't begin until 2010, but we have a print index for them in the library.

To find the database: Poklib.org>Reference>Online Databases>scroll to 
Newspapers>Gannett Newsstand>Enter your library card number when prompted. 
Rotunda readers from non-PPLD libraries can access Gannett Newsstand from their 
local library’s Website (find yours: midhudson.org/libraries). 

Adult Services staff on the Main Floor will be happy to help you find what you 
need, either in person, or by calling the Reference Desk (845-485-3445 option #4).

LARGE PRINT Books              
Now at Adriance 

A new collection of large print books is now available at Adriance 
Memorial Library to accommodate patrons with poor vision. The 
initial collection of 200 books is primarily made up of popular 
fiction but new books will gradually be added over time.  The 
collection, which was made possible by a gift from Mabel F. 
Marcotte, is located on the third floor of the library. There is also 
a collection of large print books at the Arlington Branch Library.

Large print book publishing began in 1964 when Frederick Thorpe, a retired book and 
magazine distributor, decided to meet the needs of elderly poor-sighted readers by reprinting 
older classic books in editions about twice the size of the original book. The type inside was 
enlarged to about twice the size of the original printing. These editions met the need but 
were difficult for frail elderly readers to handle because they were oversize. In 1969 Thorpe’s 
company began to retypeset the books in 16 point type and print them in normal-sized 
bindings. This change greatly increased the acceptance of Large Print in public libraries. 
Thorpe himself became a Large Print ambassador, travelling around the English-speaking 
world promoting the acquisition of Large Print books for seniors.

There’s a Library      
Wherever You Go 
So there you are, out on the road in the middle of 
nowhere. Heck, you may even be in Poughkeepsie, 

New York. What you need is a nice cool, comfortable spot where you can catch up on email, 
read the newspaper and see what’s new in the world of books. A lot of people did just that 
this summer, calling in at Poughkeepsie’s libraries to take a break from the road and get in 
touch with friends and family. 

Fortunately, wherever you are in America, there’s a public library nearby.  There may be 
14,000 McDonald’s restaurants in the U.S., but the 17,000 public libraries have them beat. In 
fact, libraries serve 96.4 percent of the U.S. population, a reach any fast-food franchise can 
only dream of. To prove it, here’s a link to a map of every library and museum in America:
http://tinyurl.com/oweuoaq

Indie Films          
now Available! 
We have great news for all you lovers of independent “indie” 
films: the Library District has subscribed to IndieFlix and 
thousands of movies are now available if you have a library 
card. Called "the Netflix for independent films" by Variety 

magazine, IndieFlix offers unlimited instant streaming of the world’s favorite independent 
films. Enjoy award-winning films from the best film festivals including Cannes, Sundance, 
SXSW and more.

According to the IndieFlix website, “We have thousands of films to explore and sink into, 
including full-length features and documentaries. Of course, there are lots of shorts available, 
to watch during a coffee break, or while waiting at the doctor’s office or in line at airport 
security.”

To browse independent film titles, visit poklib.org and look for IndieFlix.

“Teen Geeks”            
at your Service
Can't figure out how to load those free library 
e-books onto your e-reader?  Need help creating 
an email ID?  Don't know how to post pictures to 
Facebook?  We have a great solution for you:  The 
Teen Geek Squad!  Every Saturday, from 10 am to 
2 pm, teen technical wizards will be available at both libraries to assist you. At 
Adriance Memorial Library, your Teen Geek will be located near the reference desk 
on the main floor, and at Arlington, he or she will be at a labeled desk. Bring your 
questions and electronic devices and let's keep those teens busy!  This project is 
made possible by a grant from Dutchess County administered by Poughkeepsie 
Public Library District. Teen Geeks will be available at most libraries in the county 
through March 2014. 

Libraries 
and Global 
Development 
In the US and around the world, talented 
librarians are asserting themselves anew in the 
digital age, proving that they continue to be 
invaluable resources in the 21st century. A new 
e-book, The Global Librarian, edited by Jason 
Kucsma, sets out this new vision of librarians 
across the globe. The book demonstrates that 
librarians have designed and implemented 
creative ways in which to serve the needs of their 
patrons, directly and remotely.

International aid organizations are very aware of the potential of public libraries. The Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation views them as key players in economic development around the 
world. With their existing infrastructure, dedicated staff, and mission to connect individuals 
to information, libraries are uniquely suited to offering public internet access and training to 
people who would otherwise be left behind in the digital world. 

According to the Gates Foundation website, “Public libraries are already teaching farmers 
and fishermen to use the internet to promote their products and get current market 
prices. Families and individuals are using technology in libraries to access information on 
maternal health, early childhood development and nutrition, and HIV/AIDS. Library users 
are going online to learn about farming methods and ways to address climate change and 
deforestation.”

For more information on the Gates Foundation’s interest in libraries, go to gatesfoundation.
org/What-We-Do/Global-Development/Global-Libraries. For the Global Librarian e-book, 
go to globallibrarian.org.

Kachumbala Area Cooperative 
Enterprise (KACE) Community Library 
will use photographs taken by farmers 
to document their experiences and to 
promote sustainable farming methods.
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News

Mystery Mondays: 
HuMorous  Mysteries

poklib.org/friends    fall 2013

Mission 
stateMent:
The purposes of the 
organization shall be to 
provide an association for 
persons interested in the 
Poughkeepsie Public Library 
District; to promote the 
importance of the library as an 
informational and cultural force 
in the communty; to develop 
a thorough understanding of 
the library’s responsibilities, 
limitations, and difficulties; 
to make the public aware of 
the facilities of the library 
and to stimulate use of the 
library’s services and resources; 
and to encourage support of 
the library through gifts and 
volunteer services.

officers:
Patricia Breen, President

Margaret Britton,
Vice President, 1

Margaret Prescott,
Vice President, 2

Margaret Oettle, Secretary

Christine Cuttler, Treasurer

board:
John Andrews
Dean Avery
Peter Begamo
Gail Brittain
Charles Edmonston
Larry Hughes
C. Ryan Kinlaw
Marsha Kramer
George Mann
Terrence Novicki
Leola Ruffin-McPhee
Cathy Temple
Kathy Timm
Margaret Gilliam White
Peter Van Aken

Last Monday of the month, 11 am-12 noon, Arlington, with 
Elayne Weinstein & Suzanne Christensen, Friends of PPLD

Holiday season cHildren’s 
reading festival!
What better way to enjoy the Holiday Season than a visit with the 
kids to the Wallace Center at the Roosevelt Library on Saturday, 
December 13, for the Eighth Annual Holiday Children’s Reading 
Festival.  Authors will be reading from their books from 1:30 – 
4:00 P.M.  Featured books will be available for purchase and 
authors will sign copies of their books following each talk.  

For the third year, this author event is co-sponsored by the Roosevelt Library and the Friends 
of PPLD!  While visiting that day, you may also want to see the home of F.D.R. decorated 
for the holidays, have a picture taken with Santa, and make cards for sailors on the USS 
FRANKLIN and ELEANOR ROOSEVELT.

For updates and names of authors, check out our Friends page at www.poklib.org or the 
events calendar of Franklin D. Roosevelt Library & Museum at fdrlibrary.marist.edu.

local acadeMy award 
winner to speak at 
annual Meeting
On Wednesday, December 11, the Friends welcome 
local film-maker Shawn Christensen, winner of the 2012 
Academy Award for Best Live Action Short Film, to the Annual Meeting. The Friends 
will hold the business portion of their Annual Meeting beginning at 6 pm at the 
Mid-Hudson Library System Auditorium, 105 Market Street, Poughkeepsie.  After a 
brief break for video set-up, screening of Shawn’s short film Curfew will begin at 
7 pm.  Mr. Christensen will then discuss his filmmaking journey from Poughkeepsie 
to the Academy’s star-studded stage. In 2012, Curfew garnered over 40 awards in 
various Film Festivals before winning the Oscar. This event is free and open to the 
public. (Please note that, unlike past meetings, there will be no refreshments.)

trip to MuseuM          
of JewisH Heritage
 
Join the Friends in a Big Read trip to the Museum of Jewish 
Heritage in lower Manhattan on Tuesday, October 22. We will 
meet by the ball fields off of Wilbur Boulevard by 7:45 am 
(bus departure time).

Our guided tour will be of the Core Exhibition, which tells the story of 20th and 21st century 
Jewish life from the perspective of those who lived it. Through a rotating collection of 25,000 
pieces that includes artifacts, photographs, and documentary films, the Core Exhibition 
places the Holocaust in the larger context of modern Jewish history. It is organized into three 
chronological sections: Jewish Life A Century Ago; The War Against the Jews; and Jewish 
Renewal—each told on a separate floor.

Lunch is on your own. The Heritage Café offers visitors a full menu of delicious options for 
lunch and is open 10:00 am to 3:30 pm. We will depart for home at 3:30 pm. The cost is $40 
which includes the bus trip and tour. (There are no refunds.)  A gratuity for the bus driver 
will also be collected on the way home. 
 
Call (845)485-3445 x 3702 to register, then mail your check (written to Friends of PPLD) to: 
          Friends of the Poughkeepsie Public Library District 
          c/o Debora Shon, 93 Market Street, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

book-loving vounteers needed
The Friends need volunteers who are knowledgeable about books and would like to 
sort and pack thousands of donated books.  Interested volunteers are invited to a 
short training session on Wednesday, September 25, from 1:30-3:00 P.M. at the book 
sorting building at 35 High Street, Poughkeepsie.  You will get an insider’s peek at 
the whole operation!  Information and light refreshments provided. For registration 
and directions, contact Suzanne Christensen at (845) 297-9618.

October 28

Bank Shot
by Donald E. Westlake
Bank robber John Dortmunder collects 
an unusual gang of associates for his 
next heist, including an ex-FBI agent, 
an elderly mother, a black activist safe-
cracker, and several ex-cons. Targeting 

a seemingly vulnerable bank structure, the gang installs a 
set of wheels under the temporary bank trailer and steals the 
whole thing. But when the safe won’t open, a chase ensues, 
highlighting a significant flaw in the plan - where do you 
hide a trailer on suburban Long Island?

November 25

Short Straw 
by Stuart Woods
Sante Fe’s pre-eminent trial lawyer Ed 
Eagle is facing a rude awakening on 
his 50th birthday.  His wife apparently 
drugged him, transferred $5 million 
from his account to hers, and left him. 
While trying to retrieve his fortunes and 

win the affections of a lovely young starlet, Ed works his way 
through the upper crust of southern-California society and 
the dangerous world of the Mexican-US border region.   
   

December 9

the thin woman 
by Dorothy Cannell
Reluctant to show up at a family 
reunion overweight and unmarried, 
interior designer Ellie Simons hires 
Bentley T. Haskell to pose as her fiancé. 
The weekend fills with looney relatives, 
romance, treasure hunts, and ultimately, 

murder. When the reunion is over, Uncle Merlin is dead, 
leaving his house to Ellie and Bentley - with the provision 
that Ellie must lose 60 pounds or more to inherit. 

celebrate!
We are looking forward to “National Friends of Libraries Week”, October 20 – 26. For a third 
year we are sponsoring a variety of fun events that week. See page 8 for details.

Join us in celebrating and expressing appreciation for another record-breaking successful 
June Book Sale, raising $95,000!  Here is a reprint of my 7/15/2013 Letter to the Editor 
(Poughkeepsie Journal) about the event.

The Friends of the Poughkeepsie Public Library District (FPPLD) Book Sale, with over 
200,000 items, at the Poughkeepsie Business Park, June 14 – 18, 2013, broke all records!  
Many thanked us for having the sale, but we must thank you, the thousands of customers 
who purchased our donated books and media and all the people who donated these 
items.  A special “thank you” must be sent to the hundreds of volunteers who donated 
their time sorting all year, meeting each month, and who volunteered so many hours 
during the sale. 

For a 3rd  year the Friends found a welcome home at the Poughkeepsie Business Park and 
thank Lawrence Pregon of Quadrelle Realty Services for allowing use of the warehouse, 
and Site Manager Jim Hart for all his assistance.  Valued support was also received 
from other Business Park tenants ABC Supply Co., and Abilities First. Of great value in 
promoting the sale were Cablevision, Poughkeepsie Journal, Southern Dutchess News, 
Pamal Broadcasting (WLNA, WBNA, WGHQ) and NPR radio.  Also, Ralph V. Ellis 
Insurance Company’s billboard on Route 55 again attracted many commuters.   

One of the Friends’ goals is to raise money to help fund all the great programs offered by 
the Poughkeepsie Public Library District for the city and town. Our continued success has 
contributed to their expansion. 

Thank you again to everyone in the community for another record-breaking “Giant Book 
Sale!”

Pat Breen, PPLD Friends President



Yes, I want to support my public library

Name: ____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________________

State: ________________   Zip: ________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________

$2,000 +
$1,000 - $1,999    
$500 - $999 
$250 - $499  
$100 - $249 

Enclosed is a matching gift form from my employer, 
which will increase the value of my gift.

$50 - $99 
$25 - $49
$10 - $24
Other _____

(as you wish to be listed)

Make checks payable to:  Friends of PPLD. Send to:  Friends of PPLD, 
Attn: Advancement Dept., 93 Market St., Poughkeepsie, NY 12601.

Contribution:  $ _____________
Friends’ Dues:  $ _____________
Total Enclosed:  $ ____________

I/we wish to be anonymous in the library’s next report. 

Enclosed* is my/our gift of:

I/we also want to be a member of the Friends of PPLD. 
Enclosed are my/our dues of $10 per person.

I/we wish to pledge our 
gift of $___________.

Credit Card Number: ____________________________________ Exp Date: _______
Printed Name as it appears on card: _________________________________________
Authorized Signature: ____________________________________________________

Please charge my Credit Card:

* Or donate at poklib.org
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next issue

FilM series - createD 
equal: aMerica's 
civil rights struggle

The Poughkeepsie Public Library District invites the public to enjoy fine art on 
display at Adriance Memorial Library. Accomplished local artists interested in the 
gallery should email exhibits@poklib.org for exhibit policy and information.

Wojtecki Rotunda Gallery 

November 1 - 26
SkyFest Art Exhibits

September 10 - October 15 
Marianne Heigemeir - Pastel Jewels
Pastels, Amethyst Vase

December 3 - 29 
Stephanie LaRose - Views 
from the American Southwest
Opening Reception: Saturday, December 7 
3-4:30 pm, Photographs, Mesa Arch

Clases de InglÉs
Lunes, 6-8 pm, Adriance-Greenspan Board Room
Literacy Connections le ayudará a aprender y practicar 
Inglés. Puede venir e inscribirse en la Biblioteca o llamar 
al (845) 452-8670 los Martes, Miércoles o Jueves. 

PlÁticas Informativas para la Comunidad
Además algunos Lunes incluirán un conferencista con información especial y de interés para 
nuestra Comunidad Hispana. 6-7 pm, Adriance-Charwat Room

Septiembre 30 – Women Enterprise Development Center at Marist College
¿Le interesa empezar un negocio? Venga a aprender lo que necesita saber antes de abrir su 
propio negocio.
 
Octubre 21 –  S.N.A.P. (Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program)
Caridades Católicas explicará acerca de los beneficios del programa SNAP (estampillas de 
comida) e informará sobre los requisitos que debe cubrir para calificar en el programa.

Noviembre 18 – Carl Garofolo, Fidelis Care
Fidelis Care, patrocinado por el Estado de Nueva York, ofrece seguro médico gratis o a bajo 
costo a través de Family Health Plus, Child Health Plus, y  programas de Medicaid Managed 
Care, que cubren revisiones, control prenatal, cuidado preventivo, visitas de bienestar del 
niño, vacunas, exámenes de laboratorio, rayos X, hospitalización, urgencias, y mucho más. 
Los miembros reciben atención de sus propios médicos primarios, que ya conocen y confián 
en ellos.

Laboratorio de Cómputo
Martes, 6:30-8:30 pm, Sala Adriance-Cavallaro
Este espacio está a disposición de las personas de habla hispana que desean practicar 
computación con apoyo personalizado. Puede iniciarse en computación básica, abrir su 
cuenta de correo electrónico, navegar por internet o crear y editar documentos en Microsoft 
Office. No requiere inscripción. Cupo limitado para 10 personas. Comunicarse con Elva al (845) 
485-3445 x 3321. 

Clases de Computación
Miércoles, 6-8 pm, Sala Adriance-Cavallaro
En estas clases tendrá la oportunidad de aprender los fundamentos básicos y recursos útiles 
que le den la habilidad de utilizar una computadora. Algunas clases se dividen en 2 sesiones, 
asistiendo una vez por semana. Es necesario que se inscriba con anticipación. Cupo máximo 
para 8 personas. Comunicarse con Elva Corbaton al (845) 485-3445 x 3321 o enviar un mensaje a 
ecorbaton@poklib.org. 

Septiembre 11 - Computación Básica (1) 

Septiembre 18 - Computación Básica (2)

Septiembre 25 - Internet (1) 

Octubre 2 - Internet (2) 

Octubre 9 - Correo Electrónico (1) 

Octubre 16 - Correo Electrónico (2) 

Octubre 23 - Word Básico (1) 

Noviembre 6 - Word Básico (2) 

Noviembre 13 - Herramientas para elaborar una Hoja de Vida 
Noviembre 20 - Recursos para la búsqueda de trabajo 
Deciembre 4 - Trabaje con sus fotografías digitales  

Las clases de Correo Electrónico, Word y fotos digitales requieren conocimientos básicos de 
computación.

La Plaza del 
Aprendizaje 

Celebrate Friends 
of Library Week 
Join us in celebrating “National Friends of Libraries Week”, 
October 20 – 26, 2013. For a third year we will be sponsoring 

a variety of events through the week.  A bus trip to the Jewish Heritage Museum, NYC, on 
Tuesday, October 22, is part of the Big Read.  On Thursday, October 24, a reception at 
Locust Grove will be held to honor Mrs. Ellie Charwat as our Adriance Honoree, a champion 
among our good friends!  Look for us at Barnes & Noble on Saturday, October 26, 12 – 5 pm, 
for information about becoming a friend of libraries and to watch the Wappingers Falls senior 
high theatre students perform as part of The Big Read.

Holiday Book Sale 
Coming in November
While still basking in the glow of our best-ever June Giant 
Book Sale, the Friends of PPLD are already planning the annual 
Holiday Book Sale in November.   Once again we’ll be offering 
the community a wonderful selection of gift-quality books and media at reasonable prices.   
Everyone is cordially invited to come and make a selection for holiday gift-giving – or for 
yourself. The location is the same:  Locust Grove on Route 9 in Town of Poughkeepsie. 
The sale begins on Friday, November 22 and runs through Sunday, November 24.  Shopping 
hours are 10 A.M. to 8 P.M. on Friday and 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. on Saturday and Sunday.   We 
look forward to seeing you there. For more detailed information closer to the sale date, check 
our website:  poklib.org/friends.   
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Fall  2013

Youth & teen Programs

adriance memorial librarY

93 Market Street, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
Mon - Thurs:  9 am-9 pm

Fri & Sat:  9 am-5 pm 
Sun:  2 pm-5 pm

arlington branch librarY

504 Haight Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
Mon, Wed & Fri:  9 am-8 pm

Tues, Thurs & Sat:  9 am-5 pm 
Sun:  Closed

the auditorium

105 Market Street, Poughkeepsie

on the Web:  
poklib.org  

Phone:  
(845) 485-3445 x 3320

Young Writers’            
WorkshoPs & contest

heY kids – tell us Your storY

No matter how young or how old, each of us has a story worth telling.  Good 
times, happy memories, sad times, and even scary moments make for great 
stories.  Think about it: has something exciting or hilarious happened recently?  
Were you ever frightened right out of your sneakers, or so sad that your heart 
felt like it was going to melt into your tears?  Why not enter your story into the 
library’s Little Read Young Writers’ Story Contest? We’ll even help you get started! 

Children in grades K-5 are invited to participate in one of our writing workshops. 
Come with a story idea and we’ll help you organize your thoughts or, for the 
younger group, develop illustrations. For students in Grades K-2, we offer ‘Tell 
Me A Story’ on Tuesday, September 24, at 4 pm, and for students in Grades 3-5, 
we offer ‘Each of Us Has a Story’ on Wednesday, October 2, at 4 pm. (Details on 
page 3. Pre-registration required.) These workshops will be helpful, but certainly 
not a prerequisite for entry into the story contest.

The Young Writer’s Story Contest is open to any child in grades K-5. All stories 
must be original and based on a real-life event, but may be presented as fiction. 
The contest will be judged by PPLD Youth Services Staff members and our 

own resident bestselling author India Edghill.  Prizes will 
be offered in both grade level categories in November, 
and winners will be recognized in the next edition of The 
Rotunda.  All stories must be submitted by October 28, 2013, 
accompanied by the contest entry form available online at 
poklib.org or in the Adriance Children’s Room. (All rules for 
the contest are explained on the official entry form.)  

Best of luck to all our budding young authors!

sPecial events

For families with children Pre-K and up. No registration required.

Harvest Fun
Thursday, October 31, 5:30-7 pm 

Adriance-Children’s Room
Stop by and make a fun fall craft to 
celebrate the season! Pick up some 

Halloween treats to take home.

International Games Day
Saturday, November 16, 9 am-12 pm

Adriance-Children’s Room
Communities across the United States and the globe 

are coming together in the spirit of play for International 
Games Day @ your Library. Play your favorite board 

games; learn some new ones, or bring in one 
from home to share with new friends! 

Jewish Tales from 
Around the World

Saturday, November 16, 1:30-2:30 pm
Adriance-Charwat Room

Deeply committed to joyfully 
bringing Jewish folklore to her 
audiences, storyteller Muriel 
Horowitz will take you on a 
journey from Afghanistan to 
Poland, from Iraq to New 

Jersey, from ancient Israel to 
Babylonia and back. Families 

will experience stories from the 
Jewish tradition that awaken 
memory and touch the heart.

Winter Break Movie

Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid: Dog Days

Thursday, December 26, 1:30 pm
JLP PreSchooler Learning Center 

When Greg Heffley’s dad threatens 
to send him to military school if he 
doesn’t stay out of trouble, Greg 

finds all new ways to land himself in the doghouse! 
For starters, Greg’s in over his head when he 

pretends to work at the swanky country club where 
Rowley’s family has a membership. Things don’t 

go much better on a father-son camping trip 
with the Wilderness Explorers. 

little read

This year’s Big Read offers a companion Little Read component 
with some great programs focused on Jewish children’s 
experiences in Europe during World War II.  Lois Lowry’s 
Number the Stars and Jane Yolen’s The Devil’s Arithmetic are 
two of the books among many powerful books capturing these 
youngsters' stories.  Pick up a bookmark in Youth Services or 
check poklib.org for a listing of other great WWII books found 
on the PPLD Youth Services bookshelves 
and join us for some wonderful Little 
Read events.  In this Youth insert, all Little 
Read programs are noted with the dreidel 
graphic.

Partnering With schools

“Hey, I saw you at my school!” We hear this from children all the time as they 
borrow books from the Children’s Room. Our children’s librarians at Adriance 
and Arlington branches are mini-celebrities to our local students.  Because of 
our school visits, children recognize us when they come to the Library to get their 
first library card or borrow a book we talked about in their classroom. Outreach to 
local schools and other local educational organizations is a big part of our mission 
in the Youth Services department.  We appreciate the opportunity to directly reach 
our audience with information about resources the public library offers to help 
them with their homework and achieve success in school.
 
During the month of June, PPLD’s Youth Services staff promoted the summer 
reading program with over 60 class visits to Poughkeepsie City and Town 
schools, meeting a total of 1332 students. Our visits include an age-appropriate 
presentation about the Library, its programs and services; how to get a library 
card; and how to borrow materials. Depending on the grade of the class, age-
appropriate book talks and/or a short story time are included. Visits to the schools 
also give us a chance to talk to teachers and school librarians directly, to see how 
the public library can better support them in their role as educators.
 
We are happy to collaborate with schools in an effort to build a community of 
college-ready and career-ready youth. Local school librarians, principals and 
teachers at all grade levels are encouraged to contact me at 485-3445 x 3304 or 
bzambito@poklib.org in order to set up a visit to your classroom or a tour of the 
Library. 

Beth Zambito, Head of Youth & Teen Services
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All programs require registration unless otherwise noted. Register at poklib.org or call (845) 485-3445 x 3320.

FamilY storYtimes

For families with children Pre-K and up.

Silly, Spooky, Scary Stories
Wednesday, October 30, 6:30-7:15 pm, Arlington Program Room

Join us for some not-too-scary stories and activities 
that will tickle your funny bone!

Thanksgiving: 
A Day of Thanks 

Wednesday, November 13, 6:30-7:15 pm
Adriance-Story Nook

Thanksgiving is a day to be thankful, as the Pilgrims were 
for their first harvest. Join us for some stories, activities 

and a craft to celebrate the upcoming holiday.  

WeeklY storY times

Children must be accompanied by an adult caregiver. 
Story times are weekly series.

Baby Rhyme Time 
Mondays, September 9-November 4, 10-10:20 am

Arlington Program Room
Wednesdays, September 11-November 13, 10-10:20 am

Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room 
A language enrichment program for infants, birth-23 months. 

Register for one weekly series only.

Toddler Time 
Tuesdays, September 10-November 12, 10-10:30 am

Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room 
Thursdays, September 12-November 14, 10-10:30 am

Arlington Program Room 
A story time for two-year-olds featuring books, rhymes, flannel 
board stories and music. Register for one weekly series only.

Toot & Scoot
Mondays, September 9-November 4, 10:30-10:50 am,
Tuesdays, September 10-November 12, 10:30-10:50 am

Adriance-Children’s Room Story Nook 
Movement and music program for children ages 1-5. 
Active participation of adult caregiver is required. 

Register for one weekly series only.

TLC - Toddler Learning Center 
Fridays, September 13-November 15, 10-11 am

JLP PreSchooler Learning Center 
Parent/child workshop featuring toys, books, activities and play for children 

ages 18-36 months. Community resource people available to parents. 

PLC - PreSchooler 
Learning Center Story Time 

Mondays, September 9-November 4, 10-11:30 am 
Wednesdays, September 11-November 13, 10-11:30 am
Thursdays, September 12-November 14, 10-11:30 am 
Thursdays, September 12-November 14, 1:30-3 pm

JLP PreSchooler Learning Center 
Books, flannel board stories and music for children 

ages 3-5, followed by an hour of guided play. 
Register for one weekly series only.

earlY learning suPPort

Rhythm & Rhyme: 
A Sensory Story Time 

Saturday, October 5, 10-11 am, Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room
Join us for a sensory story time designed for children with special needs, including 
those with Autism, Down syndrome, sensory integration issues, speech/language 

delays, ADHD and other challenges. Enjoy a half hour story time that incorporates 
a schedule board and sensory opportunities for participants followed by a 

half-hour of socialization. For preschool and elementary age children 
with special needs, accompanied by a caregiver.

Early Childhood 
Developmental Check-up

Mondays, September 9, October 7 or December 2, 10 am-3 pm
Monday, November 4, 1-3 pm, Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room 

Complete a brief questionnaire and have five areas of your child’s development 
evaluated by an Astor Early Childhood Educator. Available in English and Spanish. 
45 minutes per child, ages 2 months-5 years. Call 211 to make your appointment.

WeeklY kids’ Programs

Lego Club
Tuesdays, September 10-November 12
4-4:45 pm, Arlington Program Room

Bring your imaginations and we’ll build from there with 
LEGO blocks and games. Parents welcome! 

Chess Club
Wednesdays, September 11-November 13

4-5 pm, Adriance-Teen Study Room
Children in grades 1-6 challenge themselves and join 

in the games under the guidance of “Air Knights” team 
coach David Byrnes. No registration required. 

Kids Gaming 
Thursdays, September 12-November 14

4-4:45 pm, JLP PreSchooler Learning Center  
Come play Wii or Xbox video games on a huge 

projection screen. Grades 1-4.

Fun Fridays 
Fridays, September 13-November 15

3-4:45 pm, Adriance Children’s Room
Join us after school for a different fun activity 
for you and your friends on Friday afternoons. 

No registration required.

Reading Buddies 
Mondays, September 9-November 4, 3-5 pm OR

Wednesdays, September 11-November 13, 6-7 pm OR 
Thursdays, September 12-November 14, 6-7 pm 

Adriance Children’s Room
This program is for children in grades 1-5 who would like 

to practice their reading with a teen mentor. 
Each teen/child pair meets for one half-hour 
session per week. To apply, call the Adriance 
Children’s Room at (845)485-3445 x 3320, or 

go to poklib.org and click on Programs 
& Events for an application. 

childhood Friends

Did you know that your children can continue to enjoy some of 
their favorite picture book characters as they begin reading on 
their own with early reader books? In addition to being found 
in the picture book (E) section, Splat the Cat, Pinkalicious, 
Olivia, Thomas & Friends, Fancy Nancy and Little Critter can 
all be found on the shelves in the Early Reader (ER) section in 
the children's areas at Adriance and Arlington! Having familiar 
friends like these between the pages of a new kind of book can help 
build your child's confidence when moving on to the next level of reading. 
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All programs require registration unless otherwise noted. Register early at poklib.org or call (845) 485-3445 x 3320.

tWeen sPot

For grades 5-8 unless otherwise noted.

Tween Gaming 
Mondays, September 9-November 4, 4-4:45 pm

Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room
Come play Wii or Xbox video games on a huge 

projection screen. 

Candy Sushi
Thursday, September 19, 4-4:45 pm
Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room

Join us to learn how to make sushi out of nothing 
but candy!  We will also make our own origami 

bento boxes to hold our sushi.

Stop-Motion Animation
Tuesday, October 1, 4-4:45 pm

Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room
Using mobile devices, participants will work in groups 

to create 6-second stop-motion animation clips.

Optical Illusion Jewelry
Thursday, October 17, 4-4:45 pm

Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room
Design an optical illusion pattern on shrinkable 

plastic and turn it into a piece of jewelry!

Breaking the Code 
Tuesday, October 29, 4-4:45 pm

Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room  
One of the greatest challenges to the Allies during 
WWII was cracking the German “Enigma” code: a 

special machine that encrypted messages. 
Create a code with a friend and see if anyone 

can break it. Grades 3-7.

Spooktacular!
Thursday, October 31, 4-4:45 pm 

Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room
Join us for some spooky Halloween 

activities and ghoulicious food!

Journey through Time 
Thursday, November 7, 4-4:45 pm
Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room  

This year’s Little Read book, The Devil’s Arithmetic 
by Jane Yolen, includes time travel. Step into our 

time machine and see what kinds of entertainment, 
activities and food were enjoyed by people

 in the past. Grades 3-7.
  

Just For kids 
For children in grades K-5 unless otherwise noted.

Colonial Kids
Wednesday, September 18, 4-4:45 pm

Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room
A celebration of life in the 1700s featuring colonial crafts, 

games and food. Make your own butter and popcorn!

Tell Me a Story 
Tuesday, September 24, 4-4:45 pm, Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room 

Each of us has a story, and the story needs telling.  Good times, happy memories, sad 
ones, even scary moments make for great stories. Children will write & illustrate their 

own short story! Come to this workshop with a story idea. Grades K-2.

Pinkalicious does Mathalicious
Wednesday, September 25, 4-4:45 pm, Arlington Program Room

Pinkalicious is so busy making cupcakes! Can you help her 
find out how many she made? PreK-grade 2.

Each of Us Has a Story 
Wednesday, October 2, 4-4:45 pm
Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room

Each of us has a story, and the story needs telling.  Good times, happy memories, 
sad ones, even scary moments make for great stories. Children will learn simple 
techniques to encourage descriptive narration and put their story onto paper. 

Come to this workshop with a story idea. Laptops will be available, 
so bring a USB flash drive to save your story.  Grades 3-5. 

Electric Origami
Wednesday, October 9, 4:45 pm, Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room
Learn how to create an origami balloon that lights up. Grades 3-7.

Native American Lore
Tuesday, October 15, 4-4:45pm,Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room

Enjoy some of the many wonderful Native American 
stories and crafts. Grades 3-6.

Grossology: Frankenworms
Wednesday, October 16, 4-4:45pm, Arlington Program Room

Let’s make science fun with a spooktacular experiment creating Frankenworms.

History of Games 
Wednesday, October 23, 4-4:45 pm 
Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room

What kinds of games would you have played if you had lived during World War II? 
Learn about the history of and how to play games that were popular during this 

time period, including marbles, hoops, hopscotch and more.  Grades 1-5.

Breaking the Code 
Tuesday, October 29, 4-4:45 pm

Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room  
One of the greatest challenges to the Allies during WWII was cracking 

the German “Enigma” code: a special machine that encrypted messages. 
Create a code with a friend and see if anyone can break it. Grades 3-7.

Exploring with Vikings
Tuesday, November 5, 4-4:45 pm, Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room

The Vikings ruled the seas and were the early explorers in England and the Americas. 
Enjoy making a Viking Shield to carry with you while exploring new places. Grades 2-5.  

 

Journey through Time 
Thursday, November 7, 4-4:45 pm
Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room  

This year’s Little Read book, The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen, includes 
time travel. Step into our time machine and see what kinds of entertainment, 

activities and food were enjoyed by people in the past. Grades 3-7.

Make a Dreidel, Spin a Dreidel! 
Wednesday, November 13, 4-4:45 pm, Arlington Program Room

Come create and play a dreidel game at the library. Learn about the 
history of this game and enjoy some Hanukkah gelt. 

Yes, Your       
librarY card is     
a research tool

As a library patron, you have access to some fantastic 
new online resources that can enrich, educate and 
support youngsters as they do online research for 
school.  Check out these sources by visiting poklib.org 
and going to the kids page to click on online databases.
   

Kids InfoBits is designed 
for students in kindergarten 
through grade five. Kids 
will love the engaging, 

developmentally appropriate graphic interface, and 
parents will appreciate the searchable access to over 
100 of the best magazines for elementary students.  
Kids InfoBits addresses the way kids learn and conduct 
research - and makes it fun!
  
eLibrary Elementary is user-friendly and 
appropriate for students in kindergarten to grade 6. It 
contains great sources including magazines like Ranger 
Rick and National Geographic Kids; newspapers, books, 
maps, audio/visual titles, and more than 400,000 
current and historical photos, all appropriate for 
elementary school studies.

Thanks to the NOVELNY program through the New York 
State Library, patrons have access to these resources 
online with a library card and PIN. If you need help 
setting up a PIN, just ask us!
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Teen programs for ages 12-18 require registration unless otherwise noted.
Register at poklib.org/programs or call (845) 485-3445 x 3320.  

strba teen room       

neW hours

Mondays - Thursdays: 2-8 pm      
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays: 

2-5 pm

volunteer oPPortunities

To apply, call the Adriance Children’s Room at (845)485-3445 x 3320 or go to poklib.org and click on Programs & Events.

tech buddies
Mondays-Fridays, 3-5 pm, September 9-November 15

Adriance-Children’s Room
Teens who are comfortable with technology and enjoy 
working with children can volunteer in the Adriance 

Children’s Room to assist children on the computers. 
Weekday time slots available based on your availability.

reading buddies 
Mondays, September 9-November 4, 3-5 pm OR

Wednesdays & Thursdays, September 11-November 14 
6-7 pm, Adriance-Children’s Room

Teen mentors will work with children in grades 1-5 
who would like to practice their reading. Each teen/child 

pair meets for one half-hour session per week. 

homeWork tutors
Mondays-Fridays, 3-5 pm, September 9-November 15

Adriance-Children’s Room
Teens who are good students and enjoy working 
with children can volunteer as a homework tutor 

for students in grades 1-6. 

college: getting there

Planning For college:                             
maximize Your high school exPerience       

Thursday, October 17, 6-7:30 pm, Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room  Consultant 
Sandra Moore gives tips on how to maximize your entire four years of high school 

to best prepare for the college of your choice. For teens and parents. 

creating a Path to college
Thursday, November 7, 6-7:30 pm, Adriance-Cavallaro Program Room  

What do you need in high school to begin your path to college and become 
college ready? Bring your questions to ask for some collegiate advice from 

Stephanie Mauro, College Planning 101 advisor. For teens and parents.

Just 4 Fun

All programs are in the Adriance-Strba Teen Room

gaming aFternoons
Monday-Wednesdays, September 9-Nov 13, 3-4:30 pm
Wi, Xbox and Kinect system. No registration required. 

FriendshiP bracelets 
Thursday, September 19, 4-4:45 pm

Create a unique bracelet for yourself or a friend.

broWnies & banned books 
Wednesday, September 25, 6-7 pm

Celebrate Banned Book Week by reading aloud from your 
favorite banned book. Enjoy snacks and a creative project.

teen read Week:                      
seek the unknoWn @ the librarY 

Wednesday, October 16, 5-6:30 pm
Star gaze and learn more about the universe during Teen 

Read Week. Ever wonder how you use the night sky to point 
north? Learn to find constellations, locate the planets and 
create a lunar eclipse! Then head over to the Walkway for 

more star-gazing. See Rotunda, page 1, for details.

Watch out For zombies!
Thursday, October 31, 5:30-7 pm

Get your face painted Zombie-style! Munch on some 
ghoulish goodies and get your likeness photographed. 

Monster-ize your photo in Photoshop and we will 
print it out for you to scare your family at home!   

Yu-gi-oh tournament
Tuesday, November 5, 4-5 pm

Bring your cards and compete against your friends. 
The highest score wins a prize!

international games daY
Saturday, November 16, 2-5 pm

Communities across the United States and 
the globe are coming together in the spirit of play 
for the International Games Day @ your Library. 
Enjoy some friendly video gaming competition 
and fun board games. No registration required.

teens & technologY

teen media lab technologY training       
Wednesdays, September 25-October 16, 3:30-5:30 pm                           

Adriance-Strba Teen Room
Children’s Media Project offers training on a variety of 

cool software packages. Dates as follows:  
September 25: Photoshop

October 2: Adobe Illustrator
October 9: Filming

October 16: Film Editing

oPen teen media lab
Thursdays & Fridays, September 26 – November 15

3-5 pm, Adriance-Strba Teen Room
Finish projects from the technology training sessions or just experiment 

and play around with something new. No registration required.

big read For teens

This year’s Big Read book 
is The Shawl by Cynthia Ozick 

big read-aloud oF             
the shaWl 

Tuesday, October 22, 3-5 pm
Adriance-Strba Teen Room

As we create our personal shawl made of fleece, 
we will take turns reading the novel The Shawl 

by Cynthia Ozick. All materials provided, 
including tissues. 

holocaust movie series 
Wednesdays, October 23-November 13, 5-7 pm 

Adriance-Strba Teen Room
Movies that retell the horrific story of the Holocaust 

can be seen Wednesday evenings during the Big 
Read. Test your knowledge on our True/False quiz: 

“Holocaust & Genocide Around the World.” 
October 23: The Boy in the Striped Pajamas

October 30: The Diary of Anne Frank 
November 6: A Small Act 

November 13: One Survivor Remembers

teen volunteer 
aPPreciation Pizza PartY 

Thursday, November 14, 6-7 pm
Adriance-Strba Teen Room

Food and fun and a big Thank You from the Youth Services staff! Teens 
who have volunteered five or more hours of their time with the Library 
District during the past year will be invited to the party. Invitations will 

be sent by October 25. If you volunteered five hours or more in the 
past year and we’ve missed you, please contact Teen Librarian 

Angela Panzer at (845) 485-3445 x 3309.

Michelle Devlin, Spackenkill, 1st



“Even if I hold the blanket in which 
I frequently swaddled my own babies, 
I cannot know the depth of loss, nor 
find any relevant words of comfort, for 
a mother who loses a child through the 
barbar ic act of another.  Nor can I grasp 
how individuals, either the oppressed 
or the oppressor, move forward after 
inhuman aggression. It is in literature, in 
art, in community, in the telling of stor ies, 
and in the listening, that I can begin to 
comprehend.  And so we begin another 
Big Read program.  Come touch The 
Shawl, and be touched by it.” 
- Jewel Ratzlaff , Big Read Coordinator

Author Cynthia Ozick
Cynthia Ozick was born 
into a family of Russian 
immigrants and grew up 
in the Bronx.  She was 
an avid reader and felt 
the tug to write at an 
early age.  Although The 
Shawl is fiction, Ozick’s plotline was ignited by 
an actual event recorded in William L. Shirer’s 
Rise and Fall of the Third Reich. Her characters 
and descr iptions of camp conditions are also 
based in fact.  In the second part of the book, 
Ozick br ings us face-to-face with the emotional, 
familial, societal and psychological destruction 
wrought by the Nazi pogrom of hatred and 
annihilation, bound up in the shattered life of one 
human being. This award-winning book is about 
the importance of bear ing witness, shar ing our 
gr ief, breaking the walls between ‘us’ and ‘them,’ 
and remembering our history.  

Kristallnacht: 
A Community 
Commemoration
November 9-10, 
2013, is the 75th 
Anniversary of 
the catastrophic 
Kristallnacht, 
or Night of Broken Glass, of 1938. In one night, 
German paramilitary forces ransacked Jewish 
homes, hospitals, and schools, burned over 1,000 
synagogues and destroyed over 7,000 Jewish 
businesses in Germany and Austr ia.  At least 
90 Jews were killed and a further 30,000 were 
arrested.  It marked a pivotal escalation in the 
aggression of the ruling Nazi regime against 
the Jews.  Join us at the Bardavon at 7:30 pm 
on Saturday, November 9, for a Community 
Commemoration. Through spoken word, song, 

The Big Read 
Poughkeepsie

October 20 - November 17
The Big Read is a program of the National Endowment for the Arts in 
partnership with Arts Midwest.  It is designed to encourage literacy 
and restore reading to the center of American culture by providing 

communities with opportunities to read and respond to great literature. 

The Shawl 
by Cynthia Ozick

reflection, and film documentary, we will seek a 
deeper understanding of this event and honor the 
memories of the lives destroyed on this night and 
the days to come.

The Big Read
Poughkeepsie Public Library Distr ict is pleased 
to coordinate this Big Read project, partner ing 
with eight public librar ies, seven school distr icts, 
four colleges, several Business and Adult 
Education Programs, and local arts and civic 
organizations, to examine the literature and 
learn together. Please keep this calendar handy 
and take advantage of the more than 70 public 
programs planned for you by our creative Big 
Read partners. The artwork on the front and back 
of this insert is the product of local high school 
students who entered their work into the Big 
Read Teen Art Contest. The art was inspired in 
some way by their reading of Cynthia Ozick’s The 
Shawl. For younger readers, several librar ies have 
Little Read programs planned.  In the calendar, 
the dreidel symbol marks which programs are 
for children. For more detailed descr iptions of 
all Big Read events, pick up a brochure in mid-
September at your local library, or check the 
library website at poklib.org.

Opening Event
Our Opening Event, 
on Sunday, October 20, 
features music, art, author 
interview, and perspective 
on the literature from Dr. 
Joshua Kotzin of Marist 
College.  Dr. Kotzin is an 
Assistant Professor of English and Coordinator 
of Jewish Studies at Marist.  He has taught and 
studied the canon of Holocaust literature, and 
marks The Shawl as a ground-breaking work.  
Dr. Kotzin’s insights will inform our month-
long study of the literature and provide an 
introduction to the recorded interview with 
author Cynthia Ozick.  Spackenkill High School 
art students will mount a display of their work in 
the lobby, and Spackenkill student instrumental 
and choral groups will complete the program.    

Closing Concert
On Sunday, November 17, at 2:30 pm, we wrap 
up this year’s Big Read at the Poughkeepsie High 
School Auditor ium.  Of course you’ll want a 
sneak peek at next year’s book selection, but our 
main feature for the afternoon is a mixed-media 
musical event entitled ‘Voices of Terezin.’ This 
unique concert features art, poetry and music 
that or iginated in the World War II concentration 

camp at Terezin, in the Czech Republic. Also 
on the program is Ela Weissberger, a survivor of 
Terezin.

Megan McCauley, soprano, 
and Matthew O’Dell, pianist 
and instructor at The Juilliard 
School of Music, are the guest 
performers for the concert.  
Dr. McCauley, a professor at 
Gardner-Webb University in 
North Carolina, teaches voice 
and serves as the Director of 
Opera Theater at Gardner-Webb.  
Dr. McCauley worked with 
the Jewish Museum in Prague, 
which holds a great deal of 
Terezin art, to create the visual 
accompaniment to her musical 
selections.  Dr. McCauley has 

invited Mrs. Ela Weissberger to collaborate on 
the program and contr ibute personal stor ies and 
perspective.

Ela Stein (Weissberger) 
was eleven when she 
was sent to the Jewish 
Ghetto created by the 
Nazis in the fortress 
city of Terezin (renamed 
Theresienstadt). Terezin 
was not a death camp, 
but functioned more as a 
holding place and a labor 
camp.  Over 150,000 
Jews were imprisoned at 
Terezin over a per iod of three and a half years.  
Many thousands died at Terezin of malnutr ition 
and illness, and many more pr isoners eventually 
per ished in Auschwitz and other camps.  In spite 
of the wretched conditions in the camp, many 
adults at Terezin devoted themselves to car ing for 
the children and covertly attempting to create 
some sense of ‘normalcy’ for them.  These adults 
took incredible r isks to provide secret instruction 
in art, music, science, writing, and more. 

Ela, her sister and her 
mother were liberated 
from Terezin in 1945. 
She studied ceramics 
for a time in Prague, 
then emigrated to Israel 
where she met her 
future husband Leopold 
Weissberger.  Together, 
they settled in New York 
State and raised a family. 

Ela ran her own business in Tappan, NY, and has 
travelled extensively speaking and writing about 
her exper iences dur ing the Holocaust. 
Continued on back page
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•	 Dutchess BOCES Adult Learning 
Institute students (including some 
incarcerated at the County Jail), will   
read and write about The Shawl

•	 A group of inmates at Green Haven 
Correctional Facility will read and discuss 
The Shawl, and some will write short 
stor ies to be read at a public event

•	 Dutchess ARC Day Program participants 
are creating a shawl made of paper clips; 
look for it on display at Big Read events

•	 Several independent Book Clubs across 
the region are also joining The Big Read 
exploration of Cynthia Ozick’s The Shawl.

In Conclusion
It is the hope of the Poughkeepsie Public 
Library Distr ict that this Big Read project 
will encourage thoughtful reading.  This is the 
seventh year that the Library Distr ict received a 
Big Read grant from the National Endowment 
for the Arts to coordinate The Big Read for our 
community.  We’ve traveled together through 
some excellent literature and 
challenging themes, heard 
some great speakers and 
enjoyed wonderful films and 
performances. It’s been a 
positive community-building 
exper ience and an excellent 
literacy-strengthening trek. 
Here is the literary landscape 
we’ve explored.

2007 – To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee

2008 – The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

2009 – Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora   
 Neale Hurston

2010 – The Stories and Poems of Edgar Allan Poe

2011 – The Bridge of San Luis Rey and Our Town  
 by Thornton Wilder

2012 – The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett

2013 – The Shawl by Cynthia Ozick

We trust that this month of reflection and 
engagement will move and inspire us all.  
Together, our community wraps itself in The 
Shawl for a journey of discovery, courage, hope, 
and change.

The Poughkeepsie Big Read is a program of: 
The National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest

And the following local generous sponsors:
The Greene Family Fund

The Schlossberg Family Fund of the 
Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley

Poughkeepsie Public Library District
Riverside Bank

The Friends of PPLD
Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union

TD Bank

Wi th  the  coopera t ion  of  the  fo l lowing par tners :
 

Ars Choralis
Bardavon 1869 Opera House 

Bard College Institute for Writing and Thinking 
Barnes & Noble 

Beekman Library 
Center for Lifetime Study 

Dutchess ARC 
Dutchess BOCES Adult Learning Institute 

Dutchess BOCES Salt Point Center 
Dutchess Community College
Dutchess County Arts Council

Dutchess County Historical Society 
Dutchess County Jail 

Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce
FDR Presidential Library & Museum

4th Wall Productions/Beacon Theatre 
Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center

Friends of PPLD 
Friends of Hyde Park Free Library 
Green Haven Correctional Facility 

Grinnell Library Association
Highland Central School District

Howland Public Library
Hyde Park Free Library

Hyde Park Public Schools 
Hudson Valley Community Center 

(formerly Jewish Community Center)
LaGrange Association Library

 Literacy Connections
Marist College 
Mill Street Loft 

Our Lady of Lourdes High School 
Pleasant Valley Free Library

Poughkeepsie City School District
Poughkeepsie Public Library District 

Ridley-Lowell Business and Technical Institute
Spackenkill Union Free School District 

Spackenkill Readers’ Book Club 
Staatsburg Library

Wappingers Central School District 
Vassar College 

Vassar-Warner Senior Residence 

Dinner and a Movie - 
Bardavon Screens            
Sophie’s Choice
We are delighted to once 
again offer Big Read 
enthusiasts a lovely evening 
out, thanks to an ongoing 
partnership with downtown 
Poughkeepsie restaurants and 
the magnificent Bardavon 1869 Opera House.  
On Fr iday, November 1, nine participating 
restaurants within walking distance of the 
Bardavon have agreed to offer Big Read patrons 
an ‘early bird special’ of some sort between 5 and 
6:30 pm.  Each restaurant is offer ing something 
different, so check with them before you go 
(see list below).  At 7 pm, the New York Theatre 
Organ Society offers a pre-show concert on the 
mighty Wurlitzer Organ in the Bardavon.  At 
7:30 pm, the Bardavon’s main feature is the 1982 
award-winning film Sophie’s Choice, starr ing 
Meryl Streep and Kevin Kline. Rated R.  Tickets 
to the movie screening are $6.00 at the door, 
but available free of charge pr ior to the event at 
Arlington and Adriance Circulation Desks simply 
by showing your library card.

Amici’s – 35 Main Street, 452-4700

Akar i Sushi – 35 Main Street, 471-1773

Brasser ie 292 – 292 Main Street, 473-0292

China Doll – 313 Main Street, 486-8887

The Derby – 96 Main Street, 452-3232

Mahoney’s – 35 Main Street, 471-7026

Main Street Pizza & Cafe –

 283 Main Street, 849-0256

Milanese – 115 Main Street, 471-9533

River Station – 1 Water Street, 452-9207

Community Speakers 
and Artists
Between the bookends 
of The Big Read 
Opening and Closing 
events are many fantastic 
discussions, lectures, 
film screenings, writing 
workshops, bus tr ips, 
museum tours, story-
telling events, concerts 

and more.  We will hear first-hand accounts from 
Olga Dalsheim, who was hidden as a child and 
consequently survived the Nazi regime, from 

Auschwitz survivor Jean Malkischer and from 
Terezin survivor Ela Weissberger.  Faculty from 
Marist College, Vassar College and Dutchess 
Community College share their expertise and 
insights on var ious aspects of the Holocaust, and 
Bard’s Institute for Writing and Thinking offers 
a day-long workshop for teachers and library 
staff .  We are honored that the choral group 
Ars Choralis, the Marist Chamber Choir, and 
the actors at Beacon’s 4th Wall Productions will 
present Holocaust-themed music and literature, 
knowing that often the arts can help us confront 
and process difficult topics and themes. We are 
grateful for the wisdom and generosity of spir it of 
all of our guest speakers and artists. 

Even More – 
Not on the Calendar
Although the 
calendar is crowded 
with public events 

for adults, teens and even younger children, there 
is even more happening this Fall in conjunction 
with The Big Read.  Here are some events that 
deserve time in the spotlight:

•	 All Poughkeepsie 5th Graders will study 
the book Surviving the Holocaust

•	 Highland High School students will read 
aloud Elie Wiesel’s Night

•	 Two essay contests, with opportunities for 
students K-12 to shine

•	 The Shawl will be taught in classes in the 
Hyde Park, Poughkeepsie, Spackenkill and 
Wappingers School Distr icts, at Dutchess 
Community College and Our Lady of 
Lourdes High School

•	 Art students at Mill Street Loft will 
reflect on The Shawl

•	 Marist’s Continuing Lifetime Studies is 
participating with two courses this fall,  
one about Anne Frank and one examining 
The Shawl

•	 At Dutchess BOCES Salt Point Center, 
middle school students will study Jane 
Yolen’s The Devil’s Arithmetic

Kyla M
cCaffrey, Spackenkill, 3rd
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Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

20
         2:30 pm, Spackenkill High School Auditorium

The Big Read Opening Event                                                                         
Dr. Joshua Kotzin on The Shawl, a recorded        
interview with author Cynthia Ozick, art and 

music by Spackenkill students.
 

21
             7 pm, FDR Presidential Library & Museum                                     
                       Henry A. Wallace Center 
                Documentary Screening - Paper Clips 

                        22 
                     7:45 am - 5 pm, NYC, PPLD Friends 

 Bus Trip to Museum of Jewish Heritage
Pre-paid registration: $40/person

  3 - 5 pm, Adriance *
  Teen Read-Aloud of The Shawl             

6:30 pm, Marist College, Fontaine Hall *
Writing Individual & Communal Histories

                           7 pm, Staatsburg Library 
                      Library Book Club Discussion 
 

23
      11:30 am, Hudson Valley Community Center * 
       Lecture - The Righteous Among the Nations 

   3:15 pm, Coyote Grill         
Big Read Book Discussion 

4 - 4:45 pm, Adriance *
WW11 Era Children’s Games 

               5 - 7 pm, Adriance * 
    Teen Movie Series - Boy in the Striped Pajamas

 6:30 pm, LaGrange Association Library *
Ozick and The Shawl

                  7 pm, Grinnell Library Association * 
Reader’s Rendezvous Book Discussion

7 pm, Pleasant Valley Free Library *
                        Poetry Reading & Art Slides 
 

24
 1:30 pm, Adriance

Big Read Matinee - The Last Days

                       6:30 pm, Beekman Library * 
                    Beekman Book Club Discussion 

7 pm, Adriance
Non-Fiction Book Club - 

The Auschwitz Volunteer:                                        
                                   Beyond Bravery 

25
                               7 pm, Beekman * 

Film and Discussion - Orchestra of Exiles

               7:15 pm, Hyde Park Library Annex 
       Big Read Film Screening & Discussion - Cabaret 
 

26
10 am - 12 noon, Staatsburg Library

Library Purl Jammers 

         12 - 5 pm, Barnes & Noble 
Friends’ Day @ the Bookstore,

with Dramatic Readings

                          
 

27
                    2:30 pm, Our Lady of Lourdes 
                          High School Auditorium 

Lecture - Gray Zones: Holocaust Victims 
and  the Collapse of Their Moral World, 

                               Dr. Werner Steger  

28
           6:30 pm, LaGrange Association Library *
                  Big Read Card Making Program 

29
             2 pm, Vassar-Warner Senior Residence *

Lecture - The Righteous Among the Nations, 
Olga Dalsheim, Charles Ambrus & Marcia Fishman 

              2:30 - 4 pm, Howland Public Library
            Scholar-led Big Read Book Discussion,
                               Dr. James Cotter 

                 3:30 pm, Ridley-Lowell Library 
                     Big Read Book Discussion  

                       4 - 4:45 pm, Adriance * 
                          Breaking the Code 

30
                              5 - 7 pm, Adriance * 
                     Teen Holocaust Movie Series -                                                                  
                        The Diary of Anne Frank  

               6 pm, Pleasant Valley Free Library * 
                    Little Read Book Discussion - 
                        The Devil’s Arithmetic 

                               7 pm, Adriance 
              Scholar-led Big Read Book Discussion, 
            Professor Emeritus, Anne Constantinople 
 

31
              1 pm, LaGrange Association Library *
                           Screening of Defiance  

                             1:30 pm, Adriance
            Big Read Matinee - The Counterfeiters

               7:15 pm, Hyde Park Library Annex                           
                    Film Screening & Discussion - 
                     The Comedian Harmonists 
 

1
   DC Historical Society Youth Essay Contest Deadline 

Mail to: dchistorical@verizon.net 

          6:30 pm, LaGrange Association Library *
                         Knitting Prayer Shawls 

           7 pm, Bardavon 1869 Opera House 
          Friday Classic Film - Sophie’s Choice 
  

2
10 am - 12 noon, Staatsburg Library

Library Purl Jammers 

                          2 pm, Beekman Library * 
                 Public Reading of Short Works from 

Green Haven Writers’ Circle & BOCES ALI students 

2:30 pm, Friends Meeting
 A Survivor Speaks - Jean Malkischer

 

3
2:30 pm, Our Lady of Lourdes                                                        

                            High School Auditorium 
Lecture -  From Maus to X-Men,                                        

  The Holocaust in Comics,
                                  Dr. Peter Antelyes  

4
   3 pm, FDR Presidential Library & Museum                  

Henry A. Wallace Center 
 Introductory talk and free guided tour                             

of the WW II exhibit

5
               7:15 pm, Hyde Park Library Annex      

Film Screening & Discussion - Life is Beautiful

6
                   3:15 pm, Vassar College, Frances                                  
                          Lehman Loeb Art Center

 Film Screening and Talk - Portrait of Wally

                              5 - 7 pm, Adriance *                    
 Teen Holocaust Movie Series - A Small Act

                7 pm, Dutchess Community College 
                            Bowne Hall, Room 122          
          Lecture - Anne Frank, The Continuing Story, 
                    Professor Emeritus, Steven Press 
 

7
                            1:30 pm, Adriance 

 Big Read Matinee - Into the Arms of Strangers:
Stories of the Kindertransport

4 - 4:45 pm, Adriance *
Journey Through Time 

6 pm, Beekman Library *
Beekman Library Knit Wits 

               6:30 - 7:30 pm, Howland Public Library                
Lecture - History of Jewish Culture in Beacon,

                                  Robert Murphy  
 

8
                       7 pm, Staatsburg Library 

Big Read Dramatic Reading of The Shawl

7:15 pm, Hyde Park Library Annex
   Screening & Discussion - Anne Frank: The Whole Story

8 pm, 4th Wall Productions/Beacon Theatre
         Staged Reading of Who will Carry the Word?

                      

9
               10 am - 12 noon, Staatsburg Library 
                            Library Purl Jammers 

                          2:30 Pm, Friends Meeting  
 A Survivor Speaks - Ela Weissberger

7:30 pm, Bardavon 1869 Opera House
Kristallnacht: A Community Commemoration

8 pm, 4th Wall Productions/Beacon Theatre
Staged Reading of Who will Carry the Word?

10
8:30 am - 5 pm, NYC, Hyde Park Friends  
Bus Trip to Jewish Museum of New York 

Pre-paid registration: $45/person

3 pm, 4th Wall Productions/Beacon Theatre
Staged Reading of Who will Carry the Word?

11
7:15 pm, Hyde Park Library Annex 

      Film Screening & Discussion - The Big Red One 
 

12
4 pm, Adriance 

   Lecture - Memories of the Holocaust,
Dr. Silke von der Emde

7 pm, Hyde Park Library Annex 
Big Read Book Discussion

13
11 am, Pleasant Valley Free Library * 

                         Big Read Book Discussion 

1 pm, Marist College, Nelly Goletti Theatre  
  Concert - Stories of the Holocaust 

4 - 4:45 pm, Arlington * 
                     Make a Dreidel, Spin a Dreidel 

5 - 7 pm, Adriance * 
Teen Holocaust Movie Series -                                               

One Survivor Remembers

7 pm, Pleasant Valley Free Library * 
Big Read Book Discussion

14
                          1:30 Pm, Adriance 

Big Read Matinee - Hitler’s Children

7 pm, Marist College, Nelly Goletti Theatre  
  Concert - Stories of the Holocaust

15
  6:30 pm, LaGrange Association Library *                

Signing for Peace

7:15 pm, Hyde Park Library Annex
Film Screening & Discussion -                                      

The Stranger

                      

16
               10 am - 12 noon, Staatsburg Library 

Library Purl Jammers 

                         1:30 - 2:30 pm, Adriance * 
              Jewish Tales From Around the World 

 

             

17
2:30 pm, Poughkeepsie High School Auditorium
 Big Read Closing Concert - Voices of Terezin,

Dr. Megan McCauley
 

               

Poughkeepsie Public Library District
& Friends of PPLD

 845-485-3445 • poklib.org 

Adriance Memorial Library
  93 Market Street, Poughkeepsie

Arlington Branch Library
 504 Haight Avenue, Poughkeepsie 

Bardavon 1869 Opera House
  35 Market Street, Poughkeepsie
845-473-2072 • bardavon.org

Barnes & Noble
2518 South Road, Poughkeepsie

845-485-2224

Beacon Theatre/4th Wall Productions
445 Main Street, Beacon

845-226-8099 • thebeacontheatre.org 

Beekman Library
  11 Town Center Blvd, Hopewell Junction
  845-724-3414  •  beekmanlibrary.org 

Coyote Grill
2629 South Road, Poughkeepsie • 845-876-5696 

DC Historical Society
  549 Main Street, Poughkeepsie

  845-471-1630 • dchistorical@verizon.net

Dutchess Community College
  53 Pendell Road, Poughkeepsie

  Bowne Hall, Room 122 •  845-431-8000

FDR Presidential Library & Museum
Henry A. Wallace Center

4079 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park  
845-486-7770 

Friends Meeting
249 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie 

Friends of Hyde Park Library
c/o Diane Closs • 845-229-9438

hpflfriends@gmail.com

Grinnell Library Association
  2642 East Main Street, Wappingers Falls

  845-297-3428 • grinnell-library.org 

Howland Public Library
  313 Main Street, Beacon

  845-831-1134 • beaconlibrary.org 

Hyde Park Library Annex
  2 Main Street, Hyde Park

  845-229-7791 • hydeparklibrary.org

Location & Registration Info Hudson Valley Community Center (former JCC)
 110 S Grand Avenue, Poughkeepsie

845-471-0430 

LaGrange Association Library
  488 Freedom Plains Road, Poughkeepsie

  845-452-3141 • laglib.org 

  Marist College
  3399 North Road, Poughkeepsie

Workshop: Fontaine Hall, Henry Hudson Room
845-485-3445 x 3702 or poklib.org

Concert: Nelly Goletti Theatre, Marist Student Center
845-575-3000

Our Lady of Lourdes High School
  131 Boardman Road, Poughkeepsie
  845-485-3445 x 3702 • poklib.org

Pleasant Valley Free library
1584 Main Street, Pleasant Valley

845-635-8460 • pleasantvalleylibrary.org

 Poughkeepsie High School Auditorium
70 Forbus Street, Poughkeepsie

Ridley-Lowell Business & Technical Institute
26 S. Hamilton St, Poughkeepsie • 845-471-0330

Spackenkill High School Auditorium
Hagan Drive, Poughkeepsie 

Staatsburg Library
  70 Old Post Road, Staatsburg

  845-889-4683 • staatsburglibrary.org

 Vassar College, Frances 
Lehman Loeb Art Center

  124 Raymond Avenue, Poughkeepsie
Taylor Hall, Room 203

  845-437-7745 • fllac.vassar.edu

Vassar Warner Senior Residence
  52 S. Hamilton Street, Poughkeepsie
Donna Slavin @ 845-454-3754 x 26

The Big Read:  October 20 - November 17 Indicates Little Read ProgramFor program details, see poklib.org or brochure *  Program requires registration
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