
The essay contest is open to students in the following three divisions: 

(1) Middle School Students (500 word maximum)

(2) High School Students in the 9th and 10th grades (1000 word maximum)

(3) High School Students in the 11th and 12th grades (1500 word maximum)

Theme:  Authors should focus on one refugee or refugee family, historical or living, and relate their story. 
The essay should answer such questions as: What drove the refugee(s) to leave their homeland? What brought 
them to America, and specifically to Dutchess County? How successful was the move to Dutchess County for the 
refugee and their family? 

Citations: Citations to sources should follow the Chicago Manual of Style, or other commonly used forms of 
citation, consistently applied throughout the document and supply all information.

Deadline for submission:  November 1

How to submit:  send essay as attachment to dchistorical@verizon.net

Questions:  email Betsy Kopstein-Stuts at dchistorical@verizon.net or call 471-1630

Prizes:  monetary prizes will be awarded in each of the three categories

The Big Read 
2013 Dutchess County Historical 

Society Essay Contest

In 2013, the Poughkeepsie Public Library District’s Big 
Read focuses on Cynthia Ozick’s novella The Shawl, 
which tells the story of a refugee from the Holocaust 
who has come to live in America. As a partner in The 
Big Read, the Dutchess County Historical Society is 
sponsoring an essay contest about refugees who 
have come to live in Dutchess County. 

Throughout history, refugees have come to Dutchess County from all lands and in all years. Students may take any suitable 
person or family as their subject. To ensure that the student can get a historical perspective on the life and times of the 
refugees, we request that the refugees arrived in the United States before 1965. If students have difficulty finding a subject, 
they may wish to look for county residents who arrived in one of the following migrations. 

1.  Quaker refugees from Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
     1640-1730

2.  Refugees from the English Civil War and aftermath, 1645-1665

3.  French Huguenots, especially after 1685

4.  German Palatines, in the early 1700s

5.  Acadian refugees from Nova Scotia, 1750s

6.  Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, 1760-1800

7.  Patriot refugees from British-held New York City, 
     American Revolution 1776-1781

  8.  Loyalist refugees who fled to Canada during the Revolution 
       and then returned: 1775-185

  9.  Refugees from the French Revolution and aftermath: 1790-1815

10.  Irish fleeing the Great Famine, 1840s

11.  Refugees from the failed European Revolutions of 1848

12.  Jewish refugees from Czarist Russia and Eastern Europe

13.  Jewish Refugees from Nazi Germany

14.  Hungarian Refugees from the 1956 uprising

15.  Cuban refugees from Castro’s Cuba. 1960


